https://RodnoVery.ru



LIBIES| SENATNE
THE LIVS IN ANTIQUITY



I

KILTCKKAPITALA FONDS

Izdevums tapis ar Kulttrkapitala fonda atbalstu

This publication has been supported by a grant
from the Culture Capital Foundation of Latvia

Teksta autori: J. Ciglis, S. Zirne, I. Zeiere
Tulkojums anglu valoda: Valdis Bérzin$
Maksliniece: Aina Alksne-Alksnite
Fotografs: Roberts Kanin$

Text: J. Ciglis, S. Zirne, I. Zeiere
English translation: Valdis Bérzin$
Illustrations: Aina Alksne-Alksnite
Photograph: Roberts Kanin$

Vaka noforméjumam izmantota vazinrota
no lIkskiles 45. kapa RDM | 2238a R. Kalnina foto

Cover illustration: chain ornament
from burial 45, Ikskile. Photo: R. Kalnins.

Izdo$anai sagatavots un drukats: SIA “N.I.M.S.”
Valodas korektore: I. Gorenko
Datormaketétaja: S. Lipska

Prepared for publication and printed by N.I.M.S. Ltd

Literature editor: I. Gorenko
Lay-out designer: S. Lipska

ISBN  9984-9485-I-X

©
©

Latvijas Véstures muzejs
tulkojums anglu vai. Valdis Bérzins



SATURS

[EVAAS...occee e 5

LibieSu etniskas vestures izpéte.......ccoennne. 6

LibieSu apdzivota teritorija un

sabiedribas sociala struktdra.........ccccooovnee... 10

LtbieSu kultras uzplaukums

10.-13. gadsSimta. ..o 16
ApbediSanas tradicijas.......cooveeinreneee, 16
ApPQGErbSs UN rotas......nnnineenens 20
Nodarbo3anas........coeienieininssenns 34
Religiskie prieksstati un ticéjumi............. 42
LtbieSu dzivesvietas, Rigas libieSi........... 46

Izmantota literatlra.........cooovvecennicinns 51

CONTENTS
INTrOAUCTION....coiicc e
Research on the ethnic history of the Livs........
The Liv-populated area and
Liv social StruCture.......ccooovvvveveiiniecesveecisiens
The Rise of Liv Culture in
the 10th-13th Centuries........innnnn. 16

Burial practices.......ccocoevviivenniiceeisnreennn, 16
Costume and ornaments.......c.cccocoveeevereennnn, 20
OCCUPALIONS ..o 34
Religious ideas and beliefs.........cccocvvvrinnnn. 42
Liv settlements. The Riga LivS......cceeuue.e. 46

LIt ATUTC et 51



IEVADS

Libiesi ir viena no Latvijas pamattautam ar
senu un savdabigu kultdiru un sarezgitu vésturi.
Tie ietilpst Baltijas somugru tautibu loka un
ieklaujas Baltijas juras somu valodas dienvidu
grupa. LibieSu etnogenéze vél pilniba nav
noskaidrota, jo gan jautajuma par Baltijas
somu, gan lihieSu ka to péctecCu izcelsmi
zinatnieku vidd nav vienpratibas, turklat
pieejamais materials ir pretrunigs.

Konkrétak par ItbieSu kultdras attistibu
var runat kop$ 10. gadsimta, kad Daugavas
lejtecé paradas jauni, ITdz S§im nezinami
pieminekli, kurus saista ar So tautu.
Arheologijas dati neapstiprina dazu autoru
viedokli par Daugavas un Gaujas libieSu
vietéjo izcelsmi.

Rakstitajos véstures avotos zinas par
IibieSiem atrodamas, sakot ar 11. gadsimtu,
kad tie pieminéti skandinavu ranu rakstos.
12. gadsimta informacija par libieSiem
iegistama arT Nestora hronika, savukart
visplasakas zinas lasamas Indrika hronika.
Kurzemé libieSu vards véstures avotos lasams
tikai kop$§ 14. gadsimta. Pirms tam minéta
kada etniska grupa - vendi, par kuras
izcelsmi ari pastav dazadi uzskati. lzstades
autori Baltijas somu iedzivotajus Kurzemé
10.-14. gadsimta saista ar vendiem.

LTbieSi bija pirmie, pret kuriem
13. gadsimta sakuma tika vérsta vacu ieka-
rotdju agresija Latvija. Lidz ar to tie pirmie ari
nokluva vacu paklautiba. Péc libieSu apdzivotas
zemes nosaukuma visa paklauta teritorija tika
nosaukta par Livoniju, un véstures attistibas
gaita Sis nosaukums tika attiecinats uz visu
iekaroto Austrumbaltijas teritoriju.

Patlaban pieejamie arheologijas materiali
liecina, ka IThieSu ka etnosa izcelSanas
10. gadsimta nav bijusi vienkarSa - to
veidojuSas vairakas etniskas grupas, kas
daZados laika posmos ietekméjusas attistibas
gaitu. Sakotnéja libieSu veidoSanas posma
liels iespaids bijis skandinaviem. 12. gadsimta
IThieSu kultldras attistibu iespaidojusi somi.
llgstoSi dzivojot lidzas baltiem, libiesi liela
méra ietekméjas ari no vinu kultdras un,
ieklaujoties kopéja sabiedribas attistibas
procesa, pakapeniski kluva par tas neat-
nemamu sastavdalu.

INTRODUCTION

The Livs are among the indigenous inhabitants
of Latvia, with an ancient and unusual culture and
a complicated history. They belong to the Finnic
group of peoples and Liv is included in the southern
group of Finnic languages. The ethnic origin of the
Livs has not yet been established with certainty,
and there is still no consensus among researchers
on the origins of the Livs and their descendants,
the available evidence being contradictory.

We can speak more specifically of Liv cultural
development from the 10th century onwards, when
new sites, unknown in previous periods and
connected with the Livs, appear on the lower
Daugava. Archaeological data does not support the
view put forward by some authors regarding the
local origin of the Daugava and Gauja Livs.

Written sources provide information about the
Livs from the 1lth century onwards, where they
are mentioned in Scandinavian runes. For the 12th
century, evidence concerning the Livs is also to be
found in the Chronicle of Nestor, and the greatest
amount of material occurs in the Chronicle of
Henry of Livonia. In Kurzeme, the Livs are named
in historical sources only since the 14th century.
Before this, mention is made of an ethnic group,
the Vends, on whose origins views vary. The authors
of the exhibition connect the Finnic inhabitants of
Kurzeme in the 10th—l14th century with the Vends.

The Livs were the first people against whom the
German invaders turned their aggression in the early
13th century. Thus, they were also the first to be
subjugated by the Germans. All of the conquered
territory was referred to as Livonia, after the name
given to the lands populated by the Livs, and in the
future course of history this name was applied to all
conquered lands in the East Baltic.

Currently available archaeological evidence
shows that the origin of the Livs as an ethnic group
in the 10th century was not simple: it included
several components that affected the course of
development at various times. The Scandinavians
had an important role in the initial period of
formation. In the 12th century, the Finnic peoples
also influenced the development of Liv culture.
Having lived alongside the Balts for an extended
period, the Livs too, were strongly influenced by
this culture and, joining in a common process of
social development, they gradually came to form
an integral part of that culture.



LIBIESU etn iskas véstures
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LibieSu etnogenézes problémam Latvija
pétnieki saka pievérst uzmanibu jau
18. gadsimta otraja pusé un 19. gadsimta
sakuma, tacCu vinu izteikumiem nebija
zinatniska pamatojuma, jo avotu baze bija
nepietieckama. Senakie pétnieki A. L. Slecers,
kas publicéja macttaju piesatitos tekstus (49;
79, 33. Ipp.), un K. F. Vatsons (70) uzskatija,
ka ItbieSi bijusi dala somu iedzivotaju, kas
senatné apdzivojusi ievérojamu Baltijas dalu un
ko tikai vélak baltu ciltis atspieduSas uz jaras
piekrasti. Péc Segréna pierakstiem F.J. Vide-
mana izdota libieSu-vacu un vacu-IibieSu
vardnica (50), gramatika un valodas teksti (51)
deva iespéju IthieSu valodu salidzinat ar citam
radniecigam valodam. 1866. gada izdotaja darba
somu valodnieks J. Koskinens, pamatojoties uz
daziem libieSu un karélu valodai kopigiem
elementiem, izteica pienémumu, ka ITbieSi uz
Rigas jaras li¢a piekrasti iecelojusi no Karélijas
aptuveni 8. gadsimta (85, 33. Ipp.). O. Donnels
uzsvéra libieSu valodas lielu radniecibu ar vepsu
un lapu valodu (61, 20. Ipp.). Danu valodnieks
V. Tomsens (W. Thomsen), apSaubot libieSu
valodas tuvu radniecibu ar karélu un vepsu
valodu, atbalsta domu, ka IthieSi un igauni
izcelojusi no agrakajam dzivesvietam pie Ladogas
un Onegas ezera aptuveni 8. un 9. gadsimta (34,
42. Ipp.). A. BilenSteins rakstija, ka libiesi un
kursi (kurus vins pieskaitija Baltijas somiem)
iendkusi Latvija pa jaras celu no Karélijas (14,
373.-374. lIpp.). Lidzigus uzskatus pauda
S. Bogojavlenskis, tikai vins centas pieradit, ka
libiesi iecelojusi pa sauszemi caur Pleskavas un
Vitebskas gubernam (80, 95. Ipp.) un Ludzas
Odukalna kapulauks ir vinu ierikots.

19. gadsimta otraja pusé populars bija
viedoklis, ka libieSi ir senakie Sis teritorijas
iedzivotaji. Sadus uzskatus pauda J. Dérings
(26, 68. Ipp.) un K. Grevings (32). 20. gadsimta
ta domaja art Vestréns-Dolls (71).

Lidz ar pirmajiem arheologiskajiem
izrakumiem Latvijas teritorija par atrasto
senlietu etnisko piedertbu varéja spriest
arheologi. H. Brakels uzskatija, ka visi senkapi
Daugavas un Gaujas lejtece piederéjusi igaunu
senCiem; Skiet, ITbieSus vin§ pieskaitija
igauniem (16). Vina laikabiedrs F. Kraze
19. gadsimta 30. gados iegltas senlietas
piedévéja varjagiem-rusiem (39, S. 25-26,
Beilage 2-3). So F. Krizes viedokli apSaubija
6

RESEARCH ON THE ETHNIC
HISTORY OF THE LIVS

Researchers already began to turn their
attention to the question of Liv ethnic origins in
the second half of the 18th and early 19th century,
but their assertions were without any scientific
basis, since the sources available to them were
insufficient. The earlier researchers, such as
A. L. Schloser, who published texts submitted by
pastors (1; 77, 33) and K. F. Watson (70),
considered that the Livs formed part of a Finnic
population inhabiting a large area of the Baltic in
the ancient past and were only later pushed back
to the very coast by the Baltic tribes. The Liv-
German and German-Liv dictionary (50),
grammar and texts (51) published by
F. J. Wiedemann after notes by Sjorgen, permitted
comparison between Liv and other kindred
languages. In a work published in 1866, Finnish
linguist J. Koskinen, based on some common
elements between Liv and Karelian languages,
suggested that the Livs had immigrated to the coast
of the Gulf of Riga from Karelia in approximately
the 8th century (83, 33). O. Donnell emphasised
that Liv was closely related to Veps and Sami (61,
20). Danish linguist W. Thomsen, questioning any
close relationship with Karelian and Veps,
supported the view that the Livs and Estonians
had emigrated from their previous home at Lakes
Ladoga and Onega in around the 8th or 9th
century (34, 42). A. Bielenstein writes that the
Livs and Couronians (which he includes among
Finnic peoples) arrived in Latvia by sea from
Karelia (14, 373-374). S. Bogojavlenskij
expressed similar views, though he, for example,
tried to prove that the Livs had come overland
through Pskov and Vitebsk Provinces (78, 95),
leaving in their path Ludzas Odukalns cemetery.

A popular view in the second half of the 19th
century was that the Livs were the earliest inhabitants
of this area. Such views were expressed by J. Doring
(26, 68) and K. Grewingk (32). In the 20th century,
this view was upheld by Westren-Doll (71).

Along with the first archaeological excavations in
Latvia, archaeologists could discuss the ethnic
association of the artefacts that were found.
H. Brackel considered that all the ancient cemeteries
of the lower course of the Daugava and Gauja were
those of the ancestors of the Estonians, and it seems
he included the Livs among the Estonians (16). His
contemporary F. Kruse attributed the artefacts found
in the 1830s to the Varangian Rus (39,25-26, Beilage
2-3). Kruse’s opinion was questioned by J. K. Bahr,



J. K. Bérs, kur§ Aizkraukles un Siguldas Sak-
sukalna izrakumos iegatas senlietas saistija ar
vietéjiem iedzivotajiem - libieSiem (10).
19. gadsimta 70.-90. gados intensivas Gaujas
lejteces, mazak Daugavas libieSu kapulauku
izpétes gaita tika uzkrats bagatigs libieSu
senlietu materials. SalidzinoSi niecigs bija no
§im teritorijam iegQtais agra un vidéja dzelzs
laikmeta atradumu skaits. Sakara ar Krievijas
X arheologu kongresu Riga 1896. gada
R. Hausmanis zinatniski izvertéja visu lidz Sim
laikam uzkrato arheologisko materialu. Kon-
gresa kataloga ievada vin$ sniedzis detalizétu
ItbieSu materialas kultdras apskatu, tacu ari
piebildis, ka nespéj saskatit 3ai kultOrai saknes
agraka laika arheologiskaja materiala, tadéjadi
atzistot ta tricigumu. ST iemesla dél ving
pirmoreiz isti zinatniski, balstoties uz konkréta
arheologiska materiala bazes, apskata Itbiesu
etnogenézes problému - vai Iibiesi ka jauna,
sveSa tauta Seit (Rietumvidzemé) ir iecelojusi
(33). Péc A. Buhholca veiktajiem izrakumiem
vidéja dzelzs laikmeta kapulauka pie Dau-
gavas - Katlakalna Plavniekkalna tika pieradits,
ka A. BilenSteina ap 1250. gadu noteiktaja
ITbieSu teritorija (14, karte III, V) 5.-7.
gadsimta dzivoju$as baltu ciltis. legustot jaunus
materialus, R. Hausmanis secina, ka Ithiesi $aja
teritorija ienakusi péc 7. gadsimta (34,43. Ipp.).

Nevar nepieminét M. Eberta netieSos
nopelnus libieSu problémas risinasana. Vins
pirmoreiz iedalija 1.-5. gadsimta Austrum-
baltijas regionu divas kultQras grupas: dienvi-
du - baltu un ziemelu - Baltijas somu ar ak-
mens kravuma kapulaukiem (27). So iedalfjumu
20. gadsimta 20.-30. gados atbalstija visi ievé-
rojamakie Baltijas arheologi. KopS Eberta
darba paradiSanas Baltijas ziemelu dalai un
Somijai raksturigie akmens kravuma kapi tiek
saistiti ar somu, igaunu un libieSu senciem. la
kolektivaja darba “Latvijas archaiologija”,
uzsverot, ka atradumi ir nabadzigi, M. Smi-
dehelme libieSu saknes meklé Ziemelkurzeme,
Vidzemes ziemelrietumos un pie Gaujas, agrako
akmens kravuma kapulauku teritorija (53,
68. Ipp.), turpretim F. Balodis libieSu izcelsmes
jautajumu atzina par neatrisinatu (53,
117. Ipp.). Saja darba E. Sturms pirmoreiz ar
bronzas laikmeta kultQru iedala divas - ziemelu
un dienvidu - grupas un uzskata, ka teritoriju
uz ziemeliem no Daugavas apvienojusas
somugru ciltis (53, 34. Ipp.). Péc F. Jakobsona
pétijumiem Kandavas Reinas, E. Snores
izrakumiem Laidzes Lazdinos un Popes meZa
tika noskaidrots, ka akmens kravuma kapulau-
ki eksisté arT Ziemelkurzemé un tie pastavejusi
ilgak neka Vidzemé. To aug$€ja hronologiska

who connected the artefacts found at Aizkraukle and
in excavations at Siguldas Saksukalns with indigenous
inhabitants - the Livs (10). In the 1870s-90s as a
result of intensive excavation of Liv cemeteries along
the lower course of the Gauja, and to a lesser extent
along the lower Daugava, a rich collection of Liv
artefacts accumulated. In connection with the Tenth
All-Russian Congress of Archaeologists in 1896,
R. Hausman provided a scientific interpretation of
all of the archaeological material collected up to that
time. In the introduction to the congress catalogue,
he provides a detailed review of Liv material culture,
but also notes that he cannot find the origins of
this culture in archaeological material from earlier
periods, pointing to the paucity of evidence. For
this reason, he gives the first real scientific account
of the question of Liv ethnic origins, based on firm
archaeological evidence: did the Livs immigrate
to this area (western Vidzeme) as newcomers, a
foreign people? (33) In the course of excavations
by A. Buchholtz at the Middle Iron Age cemetery
of Katlakalna Plavniekkalns on the Daugava, itwas
established that the territory mapped by
A. Bielenstein as having been populated by the
Livs at around 1250 (14, Map Ill, V) was in the
5th—th century inhabited by Baltic tribes. Based
on new evidence, R. Hausman reached the
conclusion that the Livs had arrived in this area
after the 7th century (34, 43).

The indirect contribution of M. Ebert to the
Liv question should be mentioned. He was the first
to divide the East Baltic region in the 1st-5th
centuries into two cultural groups: a southern
Baltic and a northern Finnic group, the latter with
tarana (stone setting) cemeteries (27). In the
1920s and 30s this division was accepted by all
the leading Baltic archaeologists. From the time
of Ebert’s work, the tarana graves characteristic
of the northern part of the Baltic and Finland were
connected with the ancestors of the Finns,
Estonians and Livs. Thus, in the collective work
‘Latvijas archaiologija’, noting the paucity of finds,
M. Smidehelme sought the roots of the Livs in
northern Kurzeme, western Vidzeme and on the
River Gauja, within the territory where the tarana
cemeteries had previously been in use (53, 68),
while F. Balodis considered the question of Liv
origins as unresolved (53, 117). In this work for
the first time, E. Sturms also divided Bronze Age
culture into two groups, northern and southern,
assigning the territory north of the River Daugava
to Finno-Ugric tribes (53, 34). After excavations
by F. Jakobsons at Kandavas Reinas and by
E. Snore at Laidzes Lazdini and Pope forest, it
was established that tarana cemeteries existed in
northern Kurzeme as well and that they remained
in use longer than in Vidzeme. Their upper
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robeZa atbilst agrakajiem smildu uzkalniniem
Abavas baseinad. Vidzemes libieSu teritorija ta
art netika iegati materiali, kas saistitu akmens
kravuma kapulaukus ar vélakajiem libieSu
pieminekliem.

Balstoties uz jaunajiem materialiem,
F. Balodis pirmais izsacijis domu, ka ItbieSi
Vidzeme ir iendkusi no Ziemelkurzemes (5).
Stkak 30 uzskatu pamatoja E. Snore (55,
23375.-23294. sleja) un Tpasi E. Sturms (57,
20. Ipp.; 58, 26.-53. Ipp.), kurs rapigi izanali-
zéja Kurzemes arheologisko materialu un
pieradija, ka péc apbedidanas tradicijam Abavas
baseina esoSie smildu uzkalnini ir loti lidzigi
Gaujas IthieSu kapu uzkalniniem (58, 37. Ipp.).
Vienigi nebija istas vienpratibas, kad sakusies
ITbieSu izceloSana no Kurzemes. Sakotnéji
E. Sturms IibieSu izcelosanas sakumu
attiecinaja uz 9.-10. gadsimtu, noradot, ka
visintensivaka ta bijusi ap 1000. gadu (57,
22. Ipp.)- Vélak libiesu ienakSanu Vidzeme vins
daté ar 1050. gadu (59, 1462. Ipp.)- Ari
F. Balodis nebija savos uzskatos konsekvents
un lhiedu ienakSanas laiku Vidzeme attiecinajis
gan uz 900. gadu (6, XVII Ipp.), gan 9. (8,
157. Ipp.) un 10. gadsimtu (7, 138.-139. Ipp.).

Pretéji 30.-40. gadu latvieSu arheologu
viedoklim P. Johansens uzskatija, ka libiesi esot
ieraduSies Kurzemé neilgi pirms 1000. gada,
to iekarojusi un bijusi kungu karta (36, S. 303).
Savai teorijai par libieSu izcelsmi ziemelaus-
trumu Vidzemeé (36, S. 303-306) P Johansons
daléji pamatojumu rod somu valodnieka V. Ki-
parska téze, ka ItbieSu valoda péc dazam
pazimém vairdk saistita ar vepsu, nevis igaunu
un somu valodu (36, S. 274; 38, S. 43). V. Ki-
parskis uzskata, ka IthieSi ap 1000. gadu (38,
S. 47) ir ienakusi Kurzemeé pa jaras celu; par
to liecinot IthieSu vietvardu koncentracija
jarmala un gar lielajam upém (37, S. 47).
Jaunakajos laikos seno teoriju par libieSu
ienakSanu no Pieladogas zemém ir méginajis
atdzivinat J. Ozols, pamatojoties uz V. Kiparska
atzinam (46, 24.-26. lpp.). Péc J. Ozola
domam, libieSus Latvija esot nometinajusi
vikingi ka sabiedrotos iekaroto tirdzniecibas
celu nodrosinasanai.

Musdienas valodnieku vida libieSu izcelsmes
jautdjuma tomér nav vienpratibas. lgaunu
valodnieks P. Ariste uzskatija, ka libieSu valoda
bijusi viena no senakajam patstavigajam Baltijas
somu valodam, kas jau 1. g. t. pr. Kr. no3kirusies
no paréjam (79, c. 32), turklat vins iedalijis IibieSu
valodu kopéa ar igaunu un votu valodu Baltijas
somu valodu dienvidu grupa, bet vepsu - ziemelu
grupa (79, c. 36). Jaunaka laika somugru valodu
specialists P. Alvre doma, ka libiesi ir pirma
8

chronological boundary corresponded to the
earliest barrow graves in the River Abava basin.
In the territory of the Vidzeme Livs, material that
might connect the tarand cemeteries with later Liv
sites has not been obtained.

Based on this new evidence, F. Balodis was
the first to put forward the view that the Livs
had arrived in Vidzeme from northern Kurzeme
(5). This view was presented in more detail by
E. Snore (55, 23375-23294), and particularly
by E. Sturms (57, 20; 58, 26-53), who conduc-
ted a thorough analysis of archaeological material
from Kurzeme and revealed the great similarity
in burial practices between the barrows of the
Abava basin and the barrows of the Gauja Livs
(58, 37). There was lack of agreement only
regarding the time when the Livs had begun to
emigrate from Kurzeme. Initially, E. Sturms
dated the beginning of Liv emigration to the 9th—
10th century, reaching a culmination around the
year 1000 (57, 22). Later he dated the arrival of
the Livs in Vidzeme to 1050 (59, 1462).
F. Balodis was also inconsistent in his views, and
dated the immigration of the Livs into Vidzeme
to 900 (6, XVII), to the 9th century (8, 157) or
to the 10th century (7, 138-139).

In contrast to the view of the Latvian
archaeologists of the 1930s and 40s, P. Johansen
considered that the Livs had arrived in Kurzeme
slightly before 1000, conquered the land and
formed a ruling class (36, 303). Johansen based
his theory of Liv origins in north-eastern Vidzeme
(36, 303-306) partially on linguist V. Kiparskys
idea that certain features connect the Liv language
more closely with the Vep’s language than with
Estonian or Finnish (36, 274; 38, 43). In his works,
V. Kiparsky expressed the view that the Livs had
arrived in Kurzeme by sea around the year 1000
(38,47), regarding as evidence of this the
concentration of Liv place-names along the sea
shore and the major rivers (37,47). More recently,
the theory of Liv immigration from the Ladoga
area has been revived by J. Ozols, based on
V. Kiparsky’s ideas (46, 24-26). According to
Ozols, the Livs were settled in Latvia with the
Vikings as their allies in order to protect the trade
routes over which they had gained control.

Currently, there is, however, no consensus
among linguists on the question of Liv origins.
Estonian linguist P. Ariste regarded Liv as one of
the oldest separate Finnic languages, which already
in the 1st millennium BC separated from the others
(79, 32), and he includes Liv, along with Estonian
and Vote, in a southern group of Finnic languages,
Veps being included in the northern group (79,36).
More recently, Finno-Ugric language specialist
P. Alvre has suggested that the Livs represented



migracijas vilna no austrumiem parstavji, kas
vélak saskarsmé ar baltu cilSu parstavjiem
veidojusi Baltijas juras somu rietumu valodu
grupu (2, 291.-299. Ipp.; 15, 52.-53. Ipp.). Savas
teorijas pamatojumu P. Alvre saskata antropologu
pétijumos, kas liecina par somu un igaunu
dalisanos divos antropologiskajos tipos - rietumu
un austrumu. Savukart T. R. VItso ir izvirzijis
hipotézi par Baltijas somu veidoSanos divu
atskirigu kultaru - kemmes-bedriSu un tekstilas
keramikas - sapldSanas rezultata (69, 258.-
266. Ipp.). Valodnieks pielauj tris Baltijas somu
valodu koka variantus. Viena no tiem T. R. Vitso
IThieSu izcelsmi saista ar otro Baltijas somu
migracijas vilni, ka ar1 izsaka domu, ka iespéjama
dienvidigaunu un libieSu attistiba no viena Baltijas
somu pirmvalodas zara. So kopigo pirmvalodu
vin§ nosaucis par “Gaujas pirmvalodu”. LibieSu
dzimteni Gaujas lejtecé meklé arT E. Véri (41,
21. lpp.). Turklat gan Alvre, gan Vitso libieSu
valodu uzskata par vienu no senakajam
patstavigajam Baltijas jiras somu valodam.

Ar1 antropologi pauZ dazadus uzskatus
IThieSu cilmes jautajuma. Péc R. Graveres
domam, IibieSi Daugavas lejtecé raduSies no
dazadam tautam, kuru vidu ir gan skandinavu,
gan daZas Pieladogas somu grupas (31, 50.-
52. Ipp.). Savukart R. Denisova libieSu saknes
meklé Rietumvidzemes senakajos iedzivotajos,
vinu attistibas gaitu méginot izsekot Iidz pat
bronzas laikmetam (81, c. 77).

20. gadsimta otraja pusé gandriz visi arheo-
logi piekrit uzskatam, ka libieSi nav iecelojusi
Latvija vidéja vai vélaja dzelzs laikmeta no
Pieladogas zemém, un Baltijas jaras somu,
tostarp libieSu, izcelsmi saista ar neolita
kemmes-bedrisu vai tekstilas keramikas izpla-
tisanos Baltija. Problémas batiba - vai sameéra
lielais iedzivotaju skaits Daugavas un Gaujas
lejtecé ir célies no vietéjiem elementiem vai ari
radies tapéc, ka lihieSi masveida izcelojusi no
Ziemelkurzemes. Diskusijas par 30 jautajumu
atsaka 20. gadsimta 50. gados H. Moora, kas
apSaubija uzskatu, ka ItbieSi ienakusi Vidzemeé
no Ziemelkurzemes. Vins izteica domu, ka
libiesSi ir to vietéjo Vidzemes somu iedzivotaju
pécnacéji, kuri dzivojusi Daugavas un Gaujas
lejteces zemés starp baltiem un savus mirusos
varéja apbedit uzkalninos (42, 167.-168. Ipp.).
Uzskatidams H. Mooru par autoritati, art
A. Stubavs Kentes pilskalna materiala mégi-
naja saskatit igauniska un somiska elementa
pieaugumu vidéja dzelzs laikmeta, ko izraisa
jaunu iedzivotaju piepladums mieriga cela no
igaunu un IibieSu teritorijam (52, 119. Ipp.; 86,
50.-54. lpp.). Lidzigus secinajumus ir guvis ari
E. Tenisons. Vins bija parliecinats, ka libieSu

a first wave of migration from the east, who later
came into contact with the Baltic tribes and
formed a western group among Finnic languages
(2, 291-299; 15, 52-53). P. Alvre sees a basis for
his theory in physical anthropology studies, where
the Finns and Estonians are separated into two
anthropological types: western and eastern.
R. T. Viitso has put forward a hypothesis that the
Finnic peoples developed when two different
cultures merged: the Comb Ware and Textile-
Impressed Ware cultures (69, 258-266). The
linguist suggests three possible variants of a Finnic
language tree. In one variant, Viitso connects the
origin of the Livs with a second wave of Finnic
migration, and expresses the view that the
southern Estonians and Livs may have developed
from one branch of a Finnic source language. He
calls this common source language the ‘Gauja
source language’. Both linguists regard Liv as one
of the oldest separate Finnic languages. E. Vaari
also seeks the homeland of the Livs in the lower
Gauja area (41, 21).

Anthropologists have also expressed various
views on the question of Liv origins. According to
R. Gravere, the Livs of the lower Daugava
developed from different components, including
Scandinavians and certain Finnic groups of the
Ladoga area (31, 50-52), while R. Denisova seeks
the roots of the Livs among the earliest inhabitants
of western Vidzeme, trying to trace these roots
right back to the Bronze Age (81, 77).

In the second half of the 20th century, almost
all archaeologists came to agree with the idea that
the Livs had not immigrated to Latvia in the Middle
or Late Iron Age from the Ladoga area, and instead
connected the origins of the Finnic peoples, including
the Livs, with the spread of the Neolithic Comb
Ware or Textile-Impressed Ware in Latvia. The
essence of the problem is to decide whether the
considerable population of the lower Daugava and
Gauja areas developed from local elements, or
whether it was the result of mass immigration of
Livs from northern Kurzeme. H. Moora, who
regarded Liv immigration from Kurzeme as an
artificial construction, revived this dispute in the
1950s. He suggested that the Livs were the
descendants of a local Finnic population living along
the lower Daugava and Gauja among the Balts and
who may have buried their dead in barrows (42,
167-168). Following H. Moora as his authority,
A. Stubavs sought to identify an increase in the
Estonian and Finnic element in the Middle Iron Age
at Kente hillfort that might have been brought about
by a new peaceful immigration from Estonia and
the Liv lands (52, 119; 86, 50-54). E. Tonisson
reached a similar conclusion. He considered that
the ancestors of the Livs had lived among the Balts
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priekSteCi agraja un vidéja dzelzs laikmeta
dzivojusi starp baltiem, zaudéjot dominéjo$o
stavokli. Vin§ pielauj art domu, ka dala
Kurzemes IthieSu migréjusi uz Vidzemi (63,
178.-188. Ipp.). Jautajuma par Metsepoles
[ThieSu izcelsmi vins stingri izsaka viedokli, ka
tie ir Ziemelvidzemes akmens kravuma
kapulauku pécnacéji (60, 43. Ipp.). Joprojam
pastav art uzskats, ka lItbieSi Vidzemé ir
ienakusi no Kurzemes (66; 82, S. 292-299).
Abu minéto viedoklu kompromisu pauz
E. Mugurévica, E. Tenisona un A. Zarinas
kopdarbs, taCu arT Saja izdevuma atzits, ka
IThieSu izcelsmes jautajums vél nav atrisinats
(83, c. 142).

Péc izstades autoru domam, Iibiesi ir
veidojuSies Daugavas lejtecé, sakot ar 9.-10.
gadsimtu, no Seit ienakuSiem daZzadu etnisko
grupu parstavjiem. Ka viena no tam minami
Baltijas somu iedzivotaji Kurzemé.

LIBIESU APDZIVOTA TERITORIJA
UN SABIEDRIBAS SOCIALA
STRUKTURA

Vela dzelzs laikmeta beigas (12. un 13. gad-
simta mija) IibieSi Vidzemé apdzivoja ap 7000-
7500 km2 lielu teritoriju gar Rigas jaras lica
austrumu piekrasti apméram no Salacas iztekas
I[idz Céstm un talak uz dienvidiem Iidz Aiz-
krauklei. Dienvidos ITbieSu apdzivoto teritoriju
robeZoja Daugava, tau Daugavas lejtecé arl
upes kreisaja krasta dazas teritorijas bija lthieSu
apdzivotas (Tomes Narini). Straupes un
Aizkraukles novados IhieSi dzivoja jaukti ar
latgaliem. Ziemelkurzemé tagadéjos Tukuma,
Talsu un Ventspils rajonos Baltijas somi (vendi)
dzivoja jaukti ar kurSiem. Minétaja teritorija
12. un 13. gadsimta mija dzivoja ap 20 000
ITbieSu (12, S. 390, 392, 393; 63, S. 185-186).

Péc rakstito avotu zinam un arheologiskas
izpétes rezultatiem var izdalit piecus libieu ap-
dzivotus apgabalus: Daugavas, Gaujas (Tu-
raidas), Metsepoli, Idumeju un Ziemelkurzemi.
TacCu tie nebija valstiski veidojumi.

Daugavas libieSu (rakstitos avotos saukti
art Veinalenses) teritorija bija apméram
2000-2100 km liela. Ta bija visblivak
apdzivota. TpaSi daudz iedzivotaju bija
Daugavas ieleja no IkSkiles I1dz Salaspilij. Te
neliela teritorija atklatas 17 dzivesvietas
(pilskalni, ciemi) un 16 kapulauki. Doma-
jams, Daugavas ItbieSu skaits bijis ap 10 000-
12 000 (63, S. 185). Daugavas lihieSiem bija
vairaki lieli centri. To apdzivotas teritorijas

10

in the Early and Middle Iron Age, losing their
dominant position. He admits that there may have
been a partial migration of Livs from Kurzeme to
Vidzeme (63, 178-188). On the question of the
Metsepole Livs origin, he adheres strictly to the view
that they were the descendants of the people who
created the tarana cemeteries of northern Vidzeme
(60,43). Still current is the view that the Livs arrived
in Vidzeme from Kurzeme (65; 82, 292-299).
Something of a compromise between the two views
is to be found in a joint publication by
E. Mugurévics, E. Tonisson and A. Zarina, but here
too it is admitted that the question of Liv origins
has not been completely resolved (83, 142).

In the view of the authors of the exhibition, the
Livs began to develop in the lower Daugava area in
the 9th and 10th century from people belonging to
various ethnic groups who had arrived here. The
Finnic inhabitants of Kurzeme are suggested as
having been one of the main components.

THE LIV-POPULATED AREA
AND LIV SOCIAL
STRUCTURE

At the end of the Late Iron Age (turn of the
13th century), the Livs in Vidzeme inhabited an area
of about 7000-7500 km2along the eastern shore of
the Gulf of Riga, approximately from the mouth of
the River Salaca up to Césis and then south to
Aizkraukle. In the south, the Liv-inhabited area was
generally delimited by the River Daugava, however
along the lower course of the Daugava there were
also certain areas on the left bank of the Daugava
inhabited by the Livs (Tomes Narini cemetery). In
the Straupe and Aizkraukle areas, the Livs formed
a mixed population with the Latgallians. In northern
Kurzeme in the present areas of Tukums, Talsi and
Ventspils, Finnic peoples (Vends) were mixed with
Couronians. About 20,000 Livs inhabited this area
around the turn of the 13th century (12, 390, 392,
393; 63, 185-186).

Based on written sources and archaeological
research, five Liv-populated areas can be distin-
guished: Daugava, Gauja (Turaida), Metsepole,
Idumeja and northern Kurzeme. These, however,
cannot be regarded as states.

The territory of the Daugava Livs (also referred
to in written sources as Veinalenses) covered
approximately 2000-2100 km2 and was the most
densely populated. Particularly dense was settlement
in the Daugava valley from IkSkile to Salaspils. Here,
within a small area, 17 settlement sites (hillforts and
villages) and 16 cemeteries have been discovered.
The Daugava Livs are thought to have numbered
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1. attéls. LibieSu apdzivota teritorija 13. gadsimta sakuma.

Fig. 1. The area populated by the Livs, early 13th century.
1 - Viksénu pilskalns; 2 - Skankalnes pilskalns; 3 - Lauru pilskalns; 4 -Ungurkalns; 5 - Blodas
kalns; 6 - Grebu pilskalns; 7 - Kezberkalns; 8 - Liepupes pilskalns; 9 - Vgjinu pilskalns; 10 - Pandtas
kalns; 11 - Erglu kalni; 12 - Batarejas kalns; 13 - Kiduma Baznickalns; 14 - Kvépenes pilskalns;
15 - Riekstu kalns; 16 - Kaupinu pilskalns; 17 - Vikmestes pilskalns; 18 - Turaidas pilskalns;
19 - Viesu pilskalns; 20 - Lojas pilskalns; 21 - Krusta kalns; 22 - Satezeles pilskalns; 23 - Veckalns
(Sidgundas pilskalns); 24 - Kastranes pilskalns; 25 - UZénu pilskalns; 26 - Senais kalns; 27 - Salaspils;
28 - Lejaskalnu pilskalns; 29 - Daugmales pilskalns; 30 - Lielvardes pilskalns; 31 - Aizkraukles
pilskalns; 32-33 - Rigas ciemi; 34 - Rumbula; 35 - Vejstdri; 36 - Laukskola; 37 - Lip§i; 38 - Kabeles;
39 - Liepenes; 40 - Ciemupe; 41 - IkSkile; 42 - Vecdole; 43 - Rausi; 44 - Vampeniesi; 45 - Martinsala;
46 - Navessala
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austrumdald ieziméja spécigi nocietinatas
pilis Aizkraukle, Lielvardé. Daugavas lejtecé
atradas piecas lielas apmetnu grupas: Ikskile,
Kabeles - LipSi, Daugmale - Laukskola,
Salaspils - Martinsala - Doles salas augSgals
un RTga. Katra no Siem centriem bija
pilskalns, vairakas apmetnes un kapulauki,
ipasi japiemin Daugmales pilskalns ar
senpilsétu, ostu un diviem kapulaukiem. TieSi
pretim pilskalnam Daugavas pretéja krasta
Laukskola atradas divas lielas apmetnes ar
kopéjo platibu 10 ha un plasSu kapulauku, kur
atsegti 609 apbedijumi. Lidz 12. gadsimta
pédéjam ceturksnim Daugmales pilskalns bija
lielakais tirdzniecibas centrs Daugavas lejtecé
ar jauktu iedzivotaju sastavu un agras pil-
sétas - vikas iezimém (77, 39.-43. Ipp.). Ka
pirmais spécigi nocietinatais pilskalns
Daugavas ddenscelda no joras puses tas
kontroléja visu Daugavas tirdzniecibu (47,
110. Ipp.).

12. gadsimta beigas Daugavas ItbieSu
teritorija IkSkile klast par kristigas misijas un
vélak biskapijas centru ar pirmo mara pili un
baznicu Latvijas teritorija (29, 495.-501.
Ipp.), bet ar 13. gadsimta sakumu tas vietu
ienem Riga (22, 7.-13. Ipp.).

Gaujas IthieSu skaits bijis ap 5000-6000
(63, S. 185). No tiem lielaka dala koncentréjas
paris desmitu kvadratkilometru liela teritorija
Siguldas, Krimuldas un Turaidas apkartné. Par
Gaujas libieSu kultdru varam spriest
galvenokart péc kapulauku materialiem, jo
dzivesvietas ir maz pétitas. Nozimigakie
Gaujas libieSu centri bija spécigi nocietinatie
pilskalni. Gaujas labaja krasta tads bija Kaupo
liela pils, kuru péc arheologiskajos izrakumos
iegutajiem materidliem lokalizé vélakas
Turaidas mara pils vieta (30, 11.-13. Ipp.).
Otrs nozimigs Gaujas IthieSu centrs bija
Satezeles pilskalns Gaujas kreisaja krasta -
ITbieSu vecaka Dabrela rezidence. Citi pilskalni
Gaujas IthieSu teritorija, iznemot Karla kalna
pilskalnu, nav plasak pétiti, un par to
apdzivotibu vélaja dzelzs laikmeta grati
spriest. Péc vizuala izskata dala no tiem (VieSu
un Vikmestes pilskalns) varétu bat véla dzelzs
laikmeta nocietinajumi. 13. gadsimta
rakstitajos avotos ir minéti vairak neka desmit
Gaujas libieSu ciemi (11, 22.-27. Ipp.), bet tie
precizi daba Iidz Sim nav lokalizéti un
arheologiski pétiti.

Platibas zina lielaka - ap 3000 km2- Vidzemes
[TbieSu teritorija bija Metsepole, kuras nosaukumu
tulko ka “meza zeme”. Tenisons, Skiet, ir mingjis
parspileti lielu senas Metsepoles iedzivotaju
12

around 10,000-12,000 (63, 185), and had several
major centres. In the eastern part of their territory,
these were marked with well-fortified castles at Aiz-
kraukle and Lielvarde. There were five large groups
of settlements along the lower course of the Daugava:
IkSkile, Kabeles-LipSi, Daugmale-Laukskola,
Salaspils-Martinsala-upstream end of Dole Island, and
Riga. Each of these centres had a hillfort, several
settlements and cemeteries. Worthy of particular note
is Daugmale hillfort with its proto-town, harbour and
two cemeteries. Immediately opposite the hillfort on
the other bank of the Daugava at Laukskola there
were two large settlements with a total area of 10 ha
and a large cemetery, where 609 burials have been
unearthed. Up to the last quarter of the 12th century,
Daugmale hillfort was the foremost trading centre
on the lower Daugava, with a mixed ethnic
composition and features of an early town - a vik
(77, 3973). Being the first well fortified hillfort on
the Daugava waterway from the direction of the sea,
it controlled all trade along the Daugava (47, 110).

In the late 12th century within the territory of the
Daugava Livs, IkSkile developed as the centre of a
Christian mission and later the seat of a bishopric
with the first stone castle and church within the
territory of Latvia (29, 495-501), and from the 13th
century Riga took over this role (22, 7-13).

The Gauja Liv population is reckoned at around
5000-6000 (63, 185). Most of this population was
concentrated in an area of a few tens of square
kilometres around Sigulda, Krimulda and Turaida.
The culture of the Gauja Livs can be studied mainly
from cemetery evidence, since settlement sites have
been little excavated. The most important centres
of the Gauja Livs were the strongly fortified
hillforts. On the right bank of the Gauja these
included the Great Castle of Kaupo, which, on the
basis of archaeological evidence, has been identified
as lying beneath the later stone and brick castle of
Turaida (30, 11-13). A second important centre
of the Gauja Livs was Satezele hillfort on the left
bank of the Gauja - the residence of the Liv elder
Dabrelis. Other hillforts in the territory of the
Gauja Livs, apart from Karla kalns hillfort, have
not been subject to extensive excavation and it is
hard to say whether they were occupied during the
Late Iron Age. In terms of their appearance, some
of them (Viesi and Vikmeste hillforts) may be Late
Iron Age fortresses. 13th century written sources
mentions more than ten villages of the Gauja Livs
(11, 22-27), but these have so far not been
identified in the field and studied archaeologically.

In terms of its area, the largest territory of the
Vidzeme Livs, covering around 3000 km2 was
Metsepole. It seems that Tonisson has over-
estimated the population of ancient Metsepole,



skaitu - ap 6000-9000 (63, S. 185). Jau pats
nosaukums “mezZa zeme; puse” norada, ka
teritorija ir mazapdzivota. To apliecina art
arheologijas materials - niecigais zinamais véla
dzelzs laikmeta piemineklu skaits. Tas centri
atradas tagadéjo LimbaZu, Skultes, Liepupes
apkartné. Metsepoles galveno pili lokalizé gan
Liepupes pilskalna (35368), gan Dik|u apkartneé -
Grebu pilskalnos (17, 201. Ipp.), gan pie Ages
upes Starstu pilskalna (14, S. 62). Metsepoles
teritorija ir arheologiski visvajak pétita.

Ceturtais ItbieSu apdzivotais novads bija
Idumeja, kuru lokalizé neliela teritorija Gaujas
labas pietekas Braslas baseina. Tas teritorija
bija apméram veélakas Straupes draudzes
lieluma, un Seit ITbiedi dzivoja kopa ar latgaliem.
Te neliela attaluma cits no cita atrodas vairaki
pilskalni, kas gan nav arheologiski pétiti, un
10.-13. gadsimta kapulauki (62, 198.-
206. Ipp.). ldumejas iesp€jamais centrs varéja
atrasties Erglukalna pilskalna pie Riebinu
ezera. Netalu no pilskalna zinams véla dzelzs
laikmeta kapulauks.

Ka atseviSka Baltijas juras somu iedzivotaju

grupa Vidzemé minami vendi. Indrika hronika
teikts (35, X, 14), ka tie ir no Ventas lejteces
kurSu izspiesta Kur-
zemes libieSu grupa, kas
vispirms parcélas uz
Rigas teritoriju, vélak,
kurSu vélreiz padzita,
apmetas tagadéjo Césu
teritorija (82, S. 292-
299). Vinu centrs bija
Riekstu kalna pilskalna
Césis (3, 125.-141. Ipp.)
un kapulauks pie tagadé-
jas  Césu dzelzcela
stacijas.

Ziemelkurzemi apdzi-
vojavendi, kuru pécnacgji
véelak ieguva maksligi
raditu nosaukumu -
Kurzemes libiesi. Tie di-
vas 13. gadsimta rakstita-
jos avotos minétajas
zemés - Vanemaa un
Vinda - dzivoja jaukti ar
kursiem. Arheologiski ir
péetiti gan Kurzemes I1-
bieSu lidzenie kapulauki

(Tukuma Jaunais tirgus 2. attéls. lero€i. Sképu gali.

Weapons. Spearheads.
1 -RDM | 905 Salaspils Jaunzemji; 2 - A (Matkules Tojati, Sabiles
8796:2 Virbu Vegi, 9. kaps; 3 -A 9980:34 Krievu kapi) have been
Salaspils Laukskola; 4 - A 7344:2 Libagu excavated. At settlement
Kili; 5 -RDM 12951 Aizkraukle

laukums), gan uzkalninu Fig. 2.
kapulauki (Matkules To-
jati, Sabiles Krievu kapi).
Dzivesvietas (Talsu pils-
kalns, Sabiles senpilséta)

giving a figure of 6000-9000 (63, 185). The name
itself, meaning ‘forest land’ is indicative of a
sparsely populated area. This is confirmed by
archaeological findings: the number of known Late
Iron Age sites is very small. The centres were in
the present areas of Limbazi, Skulte and Liepupe.
The main castle of Metsepole has been identified
as Liepupe hillfort (35368), as the Grebi hillforts
in the vicinity of Dikli (17, 201), or as Starsti
hillfort on the River Age (14, 62). The Metsepole
area is archaeologically the least studied.

The fourth area populated by the Livs was
Idumeja, identified as a small territory within the
basin of the Brasla, a right tributary of the River
Gauja. This area corresponded approximately to
that of the later Parish of Straupe. Here the Livs
formed a mixed population with Latgallians. There
are several hillforts close together, which have
not been excavated, as well as 10th—13th century
cemeteries (62, 198-206). The centre of ldumeja
may have been at Erglukalns hillfort at Lake
Riebini. Not far from the hillfort is an Iron Age
cemetery.

The Vends are a separate Finnic group inhabiting
Vidzeme. The Chronicle of Henry of Livonia (35,
X, 14) tells us that these were a group of Livs from

Kurzeme, whom Couronians
ousted from the lower Venta
area and who first moved to
the site of Riga and later,
having once again been
driven out by the Couro-
nians, settled in the present
area of Césis (82, 292-299).
Their centre was Riekstu
kalns hillfort in Césis (3,
125-141), with a corres-
ponding cemetery at the
present site of Césis railway
station.

Northern Kurzeme was
inhabited by the Vends,
whose descendants later
were given an artificially
created name - the Kur-
zeme Livs. In two lands
mentioned in 13th century
written sources, the Livs
formed a mixed population
with the Couronians. Both
flat cemeteries (Tukuma
Jaunais tirgus laukums)
and barrow cemeteries

sites (Talsi hillfort and



3. attéls. Zobenu maksts galu apkalumi.
Fig. 3.  Sword scabbard chapes.

1-A 11771:69 Krimuldas Liepenes Il grupas 4. uzkalning; 2 - RDM | 471aTuraidas Pateli, 22. kaps;
3 -A 9012:1 Doles AuSas; 4 - RDM | 687 Aizkraukle; 5 - A 11771:30 Krimuldas Liepenes | grupas

13. uzkalnins.
arheologiskajos pétljlumos atsegtas iedzilinatas Sabile proto-town) semi-subterranean buildings
celtnes ar atklatiem pavardiem ir |oti lidzigas were found with open hearths that were very
Daugavas libieSu pieminekl|os konstatétajam. similar to those of the Daugava Livs.
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LibieSu sabiedriskas attistibas pakapi pétnieki
ir raksturojusi gan ka parejas periodu uz feodalu
valsti (4,5.-17. Ipp.), gan ka vadonibas sabiedribu
(54, 141.-145. Ipp.). No Daugavas libiesu
vadoniem TpaSi tika izcelts 12. un 13. gadsimta
mija Martinsala dzivojosais Ako, ko dévéja par
virsaiti un vecako (princeps ac senior).

Gaujas IibieSu vidd ieverojamako stavokli
ienéma Kaupo, kuru Indrika hronika hronists
dévé par Gaujas libiesu it ka valdnieku un vecako
(quasi rex et seniorum de Thoreyda) (35, VI, 3).
Nedaudz zemaku stavokli ienéma zemes
vecakie, starp kuriem janosauc Indrika hronika
minétie Gaujas IbieSi Dabrelis, Anno un
Vesikis. Spriezot péc 81 laika ITbieSu kapu
inventara, ar viniem butu saistami tie virieSu
apbedijumi, kuru kapu inventara ir zobeni, ar
sudrabu inkrustéti cirvji, Sképi un kradni sud-
raba zobena maksts apkalumi. Par iespéjamo
karadraudzes pastavéSanu Gaujas IthieSu zemés
varétu liecinat fakts, ka, pieméram, Krimuldas
Liepenu kapulauka ir konstatéti tikai virieSu
apbedijumi ar bagatigam piedevam, ieroCiem.

4. attéls. LibieSu kapulauki 10.-13.gadsimta.
Fig. 4. Liv cemeteries, 10th-13th century.

In terms of social development, researchers have
described the Livs as being in a transitional period
to a feudal state (4, 5-17) or as a society based on
chiefdoms (54, 141-145). A prominent role
around the turn of the 13th century is attributed
to Ako, who lived at Martinsala and is described
as a chief and elder {princeps ac senior).

Kaupo was a prominent figure among the Gauja
Livs, described in the Chronicle of Henry as the
quasi-ruler and elder of the Gauja Livs (quasi rex
et seniorum de Thoreyda) (35, VI, 3). The elders
of the land had a slightly inferior position, and
among the Gauja Livs these included Dabrelis,
Anno and Vesikis, mentioned in the Chronicle of
Henry. Judging from the grave inventories of the
Livs of this period, these figures might be
connected with male burials having swords, axes
with silver inlay, spears and ornate silver sword
scabbard bindings. The fact that, for example at
Krimuldas Liepenes cemetery, only male burials
with rich grave-goods and weapons were found,
might indicate the possible existence of a chief’s
military retinue among the Gauja Livs. On the

1 -Ance; 2 - OzolmeZs; 3 - LaukumuiZa; 4 - Sikli; 5 - Landze; 6 - Laugali; 7 - P&Ci; 8 - Talsi (pie
pilskalna); 9 - VecCumalas; 10 - NurmuiZa; 11 - Kalnenieki; 12 - Lejaslaci; 13 - Dzillejas; 14 - KIli;
15 - Zunnas; 16 - Strautini; 17 - Sabiles Krievu kapi; 18 - Valgale; 19 - Bienes; 20 - Kandava;
21 -Reinas; 22 - Tukuma tirgus laukums; 23 - Tukuma macitajmuiza; 24 - Krastini; 25 - Zviedru kalns;
26 - Zvejnieki; 27 - Paricas; 28 - Striki; 29 - Baukalns; 30 - Jatnieki; 31 - Césu dzelzcela stacija;
32 - Grindulis; 33 - Kuili; 34 - Ciekuri; 35 - Mez3auti; 36 - Pateli; 37 - Karatavkalns; 38 - Priedes;
39 - Taléns; 40 - Krimuldas baznica; 41 - Liepenes; 42 - Saksukalns; 43 - Saknites un Atvasites;
44 - 1dini; 45 - Vecrubenisi; 46 - Riga; 47 - Vejstari; 48 - Siranti; 49 - Laukskola; 50 - Jaunzemji;
51 - Kabeles; 52 - Zarini; 53 - Rumuli; 54 - TinQZi; 55 - Freimani; 56 - Zévaldi; 57 - Lielpédi;
58 - Lielvardes parceltuve; 59 - Bajari; 60 - Skriveri; 61 - Lielrututli; 62 - Aizkraukle; 63 - LejasZagari;
64 - Vampeniesi I; 65 - Vampeniesi |1; 66 - Rausi; 67 - Daugmale; 68 - Narini



Tacu Saja gadijuma janem véra fakts, ka Iidzas
kapulaukam ir atklata ciema vieta.

LIBIESU KULTURAS UZPLAUKUMS
10.-13. GADSIMTA
APBEDTSANAS TRADICIJAS

10. gadsimta beigas Daugavas baseina
lejtece ienakusie IthieSi veiksmigi iesaknojas
jaunaja vidé un, pateicoties izdevigajai vietai
Daugavas tirdzniecibas cela lejtecé, jau
11. gadsimta vidd piedzivoja ievérojamu uz-
plaukumu. Lidzigi pieminekli Saja laika
paradijas ari Gaujas novada.

Pieminekli, kas visspilgtak atspogulo $o
jauno, savdabigo kulttru un parada tas attisti-
bu, ir kapulauki, kuros ienacéji apglabaja sa-
vus miruSos. Apbedisanas tradicijas izpauzas
etniskas un lokalas ipatnibas, tapéc kapulauki
ir nozimigs kultarvéstures piemineklis, kas
labadk palidz izprast daudzas ar etnosu
izcelSanos, attistibu un migraciju saistitus jau-
tajumus. Daugavas libieSu kapulauki ir pla-
§ak pétiti neka to apbedijumi Gaujas baseina
vai Ziemelkurzemé. Turklat libieSu kapulauka
atklasana 1837. gada pludos pie Aizkraukles
deva stimulu pirmajiem arheologiskajiem
péttjumiem Latvija un
§1s zindtnes nozares

attistibai.

Daugavas lthieSu ap-
dzivotajas teritorijas
raksturigaki ir lidzenie
kapulauki, bet daZzas
vietas miruSie apbediti ar1
uzkalninos.

Lidzenajos kapulaukos
sastopami gan skeletkapi,
gan ugunskapi. Ugunskapi
vairak tipiski 10.-11. gad-
simtam, kad tie veido pat
vienu treSo dalu no visiem
apbedijumiem (40, 195.
Ipp.). lespéjams izdalit tris
veidu ugunskapus:

+ sarta paliekas, kura
mirusais sadedzinats
kopéa ar rotam un iero-
¢iem, ieraktas 30-50
cm dziluma un ap 50
cm lielda laukuma. Pil-
dijuma atrod degusu
kaulu fragmentus,
senlietu paliekas, ka
art oglites un pelnus,
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5. attéls.

Fig. 5.

Salaspils Laukskolas 13. kaps
(ugunskaps). (V. Gintera foto)

Burial 13 (cremation), Salaspils
Laukskola. (Photo: V. Ginters)

other hand, we are cautioned by the discovery of a
village site near the cemetery.

THE RISE OF LIV CULTURE IN THE
10TH-13TH CENTURIES
BURIAL PRACTICES

The Livs who arrived at the lower course of the
River Daugava in the late 10th century successfully
established themselves in the new environment and,
thanks to their advantageous position on the lower
course of the Daugava trade route; they were
flourishing already in the 11th century. At this time,
similar sites appeared in the Gauja district as well.

The sites that best reflect this new, unusual culture
and show its development are the cemeteries where
the newcomers buried their dead. The burial practices
show ethnic and local characteristics, so cemeteries
are an important class of cultural and historical
monument, permitting a better understanding of
many questions relating to the origins, development
and migration of the ethnic group. The cemeteries
of the Daugava Livs have been more extensively
excavated than those in the Gauja basin or northern
Kurzeme. In addition, it should be mentioned that
the discovery of a Liv cemetery at Aizkraukle fol-
lowing a flood in 1837 provided the stimulus for the

first archaeological research
in Latvia and the develop-
ment of the discipline.

Most characteristic of
the areas inhabited by the
Daugava Livs are flat ce-
meteries, but in some pla-
ces the deceased were also
buried in barrows.

The flat cemeteries have
both inhumations and cre-
mations. The latter are more
typical of the 10th—l1th
century, when they made up
a third of the total number
of burials (40, 195). Three
forms of cremations may be
distinguished:

+ remains of a funeral pyre,
where the deceased was
burnt together with all the
ornaments and weapons,
buried at a depth of 30-50
cm and covering an area of
about 50 cm diameter. The
fill includes burnt bone frag-
ments, remains of artefacts,
as well as charcoal and ash;



+ otra veida ugunskapos sarta paliekas ieraktas
garenas, ZR-D A virziena orientétas bedreés,
un iespéjams, ka tas bijusas ievietotas nelielos
Skirstos. Sartam paredzéetas senlietas ieprieks
tikuSas salauztas, ka tas raksturigs kurSu
apbedijumiem,

« treSo grupu veido apbedijumi, kuros vairums
pazimju sakrit, bet senlietas izvietotas
veselas, nedegusas.

Skeletkapi dominé 12.-13. gadsimta apbe-
dijumos. MiruSie apglabati skirstos, kas ierakti 40-
100, vietam 140 cm dziluma ar ZR virziena verstu
galvgali abiem dzimumiem, bet 12.-13. gadsimta
apbedijumiem parsvara irjau Z orientacija. Senak
apbedamie gulditi Sauros bluka 3kirstos, bet pec
tam - naglotos délu Skirstos. Tie bieZi vien
ievérojami parsniedz apbedita garumu, lai varétu
galvgall novietot IthieSiem tik raksturigo mala
trauku, kura, iespéjams, bijis ediens. So trauku
arhaiskas formas, kas panaktas, tos gatavojot ar
rokam, norada uz tradiciju senumu. Tomeér ar
11.gadsimta otro pusi ari apbediSanas rituala
traukus sak aizstat uz podnieku ripas gatavotie
vieglie un precizie trauki. MiruSajiem saskana ar
parazam lidzi dotas rotas, iero€i, monétas un dazi
darbariki. Kapavieta nereti izklata ar gaisam
smiltim, vai ar1 tas pildijuma sastopamas
ugunskuru paliekas - pelnaini-oglaina zeme, kas

« remains of a funeral pyre buried in long NW -
SE oriented pits, and possibly placed in small
coffins. The artefacts were broken before place-
ment on the pyre, as is characteristic of
Couronian burials;

+ a separate group consists of burials with gene-
rally similar features, but with artefacts placed
in as a whole, in an unburnt state.

Inhumations dominate among 12th—13th
century burials. The deceased were placed in
coffins buried at a depth of 40-100 cm, up to 140
cm in certain cases, with the head oriented towards
the NW for both sexes, but with a dominant N
orientation for 12th and 13th century burials. The
earlier burials were placed in narrow log coffins,
and the later ones in nailed plank coffins. These
often significantly exceed the stature of the
deceased, in order to permit the clay vessels,
possibly containing food and so characteristic of
the Livs, to be placed at the head. The archaic
forms of these hand-formed vessels reflect the
ancient origins of the tradition. However, already
in the second half of the 11th century vessels used
in funerary rites also began to be replaced by light
and regular vessels made on a potter’s wheel. In
accordance with tradition, the deceased were given
ornaments, weapons, coins and particular tools.
The grave itselfwas often spread with light-coloured

6. attéls. Salaspils Laukskolas 2. kaps (skeletapbedijums).
Fig. 6. Burial 2 (inhumation), Salaspils Laukskola.
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liecina par piekopto ritualu. Sim nolikam varéja
kalpot pie kapavietam atsegtie 50 x 50-200 cm
lielie un Iidz 50 cm dzilie oglainie laukumi, kuros
atrasti degusi graudi, dzivnieku kauli, trauku
lauskas un dazadu dzelzs un bronzas priekSmetu
fragmenti. Ar ritualiem tiek saistiti ari olu
ziedojumi apbedijumos, degusu dzivnieku kaulu
fragmentu atradumi un sunu vai tikai to galvu
apbedijumi.

Skeletapbedijumiem Daugavas baseina
raksturigs visai rets kapu izvietojums un nereti
virs kapa izveidots akmens kravums vai arT nelieli
akmens iezogi kapavietas malas. Reizém lielaki
akmeni izmantoti ka balsti, kas novietoti kajgali
vai galvgali. Dazkart neliels akmens bijis novie-
tots pie miru3a kajam, bet to nozime nav zinama.
Lai gan akmens kravumu un ieZzogu izmanto$ana
apbedijumos sasaucas ar vidéja dzelzs laikmeta
Baltijas somu apbediSanas tradicijam Ziemel-
latvija, to tieSa parmantojamiba Daugavas ba-
seina nav pieradama.

VampenieSu | un LipSu kapulaukos konsta-
tétas atseviSkas zonas ar bérnu apbedijumiem
(83, 136. Ipp.).

Daudzos Daugavas IibieSu kapulaukos
13. gadsimta apbediSana tiek partraukta un
baznicu tuvuma ierikotas pirmas kristigas
kapsétas. Senadkas kapsetas izveidotas Martinsala
un Ikskile, kur pirmie apbedijumi veikti
12. gadsimta beigas. Tas izmantotas lidz pat
17. gadsimtam. So kapsétu teritorijas bija
ieZogotas, un mirusos tajas apbedija cie$as rindas,
lielakoties bez piedevam. Tas, ka dalai apbedijumu
vél novérojamas ari libieSiem raksturigas
apbedisanas tradicijas, pierada, ka pareja uz
kristietibu notikusi pakapeniski (83, 137. Ipp).
Apbedisanas tradicijas 13. gadsimta izmainas ari
ieprieks lietotajos kapulaukos - ievérojami sarak
Ildzi dodamo rotu daudzums, ieroCu atradumi
sastopami reti, un izzad krasu rotas un kaklarinki.

Ar 11. gadsimta otro pusi libieSu apbedijumi
konstatéti arT Gaujas baseina, galvenokart tie
koncentréjas ap Siguldu, Turaidu un Krimuldu.
Sim apvidum tipiski uzkalninu kapulauki, kas
parasti izvietoti upju, ezeru vai strautu tuvuma
un veido lielakas vai mazakas grupas. Tie sabérti
no smiltim Iidz 2,5 m augstuma un 3-15 m
diametra un izvietoti tuvu cits citam, tapéc to
pamatnes ir sapludusas kopa. Katra uzkalnina
parasti apbedits viens, dazkart divi, retos
gadijumos tris miruSie. Parsvarad tie ir
skeletapbedijumi, bet sastopami art ugunskapi -
tie konstatéti 20% pétito uzkalninu (83,
138. Ipp.). Skeletkapos apbedijumi veidoti,
miruSos ierokot pamatzemé, novietojot uz
pamatzemes vai dazkart uz speciali veidota
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sand or else remains of a fire in the form of earth
rich in ash and charcoal, representing traces of
ritual. This may have been the purpose of 50x50-
200 cm large and up to 50 cm deep charcoal-rich
areas, containing burnt grain, animal bones,
potsherds and fragments of various iron and bronze
artefacts. Offerings of eggs placed with burials,
finds of burnt bone fragments and burials of dogs
or of their heads only.

Inhumations in the Daugava basin are
characterised by very sparse arrangement of
graves, often with stones piled over the grave or
lining the sides of the grave. Sometimes large
stones function as supports, placed at the head
or foot. In particular cases, a large stone has been
placed at the feet of the deceased, but the function
is unclear. Although the use of piles and lines of
stones in burials has parallels with Finnic burial
traditions in northern Latvia in the Middle Iron
Age, direct continuity in the Daugava basin
cannot be proven.

The VampenieSi | and LipSi cemeteries have
separate zones of child burials (83, 136).

In many cemeteries of the Daugava Livs, burial
was stopped in the 13th century and the first
Christian cemeteries were established near the
churches. The earliest Christian cemeteries were
at Martinsala and Ikskile, with the first burials in
the late 12th century. These cemeteries were used
right up to the 17th century. These cemeteries were
fenced in and the dead were buried in dense rows,
mostly without grave-goods. The fact that a
proportion of burials still show characteristic Liv
burial practices, indicates that the transition to
Christianity was a gradual one (83, 137). Burial
practices also changed in the 13th century in the
previously utilised cemeteries: the numbers of
ornaments given to grave-goods decrease, weapons
are rarely provided and breast ornaments and neck-
rings disappear.

From the second half of the 11th century, Liv
burials are also found in the Gauja basin, mainly
concentrating around Sigulda, Turaida and
Krimulda. Typical for this area are barrow
cemeteries. The barrows are usually near rivers,
lakes or streams and form various-sized groups.
They were thrown up of sand, up to a height of
2.5 m and a diameter of 3-15 m, arranged close to
one another, merging at the bases. Each barrow
usually contains one burial, sometimes two, and in
rare cases three. These are mostly inhumations,
but cremations are also found, being present in
20% of excavated barrows (83, 138). The
inhumations had graves dug into the subsoil or else
were placed on the ground surface, or sometimes
on a specially- formed raised earthen platform.



zemes paaugstinajuma. Virs apbedita vai ap
to atrasti akmeni, savukart uzkalninu pil-
dijuma konstatéts ari ogliSu piejaukums.
Lielaka dala apbedito gulditi Z-D un ZR-DA
virziena, bet dala sievieSu apbedTtjumu orientéti
ZA-DR virziena. Lielako dalu kapa inventara
veido tiesi ieroCi - Skepi, zobeni, retak cirvji,
kas biezi vien ir |oti grezni, rotati ar sudrabu.
SievieSu apbedijumos noteico$a loma ir rotam,
taCu japiebilst, ka Seit nav konstatétas skan-
dinaviska tipa brunurupucu saktas. MiruSie
nereti apbediti kopa ar suni, kas novietots kapa
kajgalt, un l1idzi dots viens vai pat vairaki trauki
ar édienu.

Vidzemes ziemelrietumdala, kas véstures
avotos dévéta par Metsepoli, zinams loti maz
81 perioda piemineklu. lespéjams, ka ta bijusi
maz apdzivota. Pétniecibas trikuma dél mate-
ridlu ir loti maz, tapéc plasak raksturot &1
apvidus apbediSanas tradicijas nav iespé&jams.

Kurzemé péc arheologiska materiala somiskas
cilmes pieminekli zinami jau kop$ agra dzelzs
laikmeta, lai gan rakstito avotu zinas par libieSiem
rodamas, tikai sakot no 14. gadsimta. Pétniecibu
sarezgi liela apbedisanas tradiciju dazadiba, kas
novérojama $aja regiona 10.-13. gadsimta, turklat
pétijumu daudzums un Iimenis ir nepietiekams,
lai pilniba izprastu situaciju. Lidzas akmens 3kirstu
kapiem, kas Seit zinami jau kop$ 1. gadsimta,
konstatéti art divéjadi uzkalnini.

Somu cilmes iedzivotadjiem dala pétnieku
piedévé ar 10.—11. gadsimta sakumu datétos
smilSu uzkalninu kapus Abavas vidustecé. Tie
uzbérti ap 0,5-2 m augsti un sasniedz 5-18 m
diametru. MiruSie Sajos uzkalninos apglabati
ierakti pamatzemé ar galvu Z-D vai ZA-DR
virziena. Uzkalnina virsmu sedz lidz 7 cm biezs
pelécigs pelnu-oglu slanitis, savukart paréjo
uzkalninu veido smilts. Tajos sastopami art
ugunskapi, kuros miruSie orientéti ZR-DA
virziena. VirieSu apbedijumos atrasti Sképi,
adas jostas, pakavsaktas, sievieSu - kaklarinki,
stikla krelles, gredzeni, turklat kopuma kapu
piedevas ir tricigas. Kapos atrasti arT mala
trauki vai to lauskas.

Dazu zinamo ap 0,5 m augsto un 3-7 m
diametra lielo akmens kravumu uzkalninu
hronologija un etniska piederiba vél jaskaidro.
Lai gan iepriek$éjos periodos Sada veida
kravumi no nelieliem akmeniem, ko parsedz
lielaki, zinami kd somiskas cilmes kolektivie
apbedijumi, tagad tie sastopami ka individualie,
kuros oglaina zemé starp akmeniem atrod
senlietas, cilvéku un dzivnieku kaulus.

Ka jauna paradiba S§im regionam jamin
lidzenie skeletkapi, kas Ziemelkurzemé

Stones were placed on or around the burial, and
an admixture of charcoal is found in the fill of the
barrows. Most of the burials are oriented N-S, as
well as NW-SE, with a proportion of the female
burials oriented NE-SW. Most of the grave
inventory consists of weapons: spears, swords, less
commonly axes, which are often very ornate, being
decorated with silver. Ornaments form the
dominant class of grave-goods on female burials,
but it should be noted that the Scandinavian
tortoise brooches are not to be found here. The
dead were often buried along with a dog, placed at
the foot of the grave, and a vessel, or even several
vessels with food were provided.

In the north-western part of Vidzeme, described
in historical sources as Metsepole, very few sites from
this period are known. The area may have been
sparsely populated. For lack of research in the area,
there is very little material, so it is impossible to
characterise the burial traditions in this area in detail.

In Kurzeme, Finnic archaeological sites are
known already from the Early Iron Age, although
written sources mentions the Livs only since 14th
century. The situation is complicated by the great
diversity of burial practices observable in this area
in the 10th—13th century, while the amount and
standard of research is inadequate for a full
understanding of the situation. Besides stone cist
graves, which are known here from the 1st century,
two forms of barrows have also been found.

Researchers have also attributed to the Finnic
peoples the barrows dating from the 10th to early
11th century along the middle course of the River
Abava. These were up to 0.5-2 m high, 5-18 m in
diameter. The dead were buried in the subsoil
underneath the barrows with the head to the N or
NE. The surface of the barrow is covered by a layer
of ash and charcoal up to 7 cm thick, the rest of
the barrow consisting of sand. Cremations have
also been found, oriented NW-SE. Male burials
were provided with spears, leather belts and
penannular brooches, while female burials had
neck-rings, glass beads and rings, but in general
grave-goods are sparse. Pottery vessels or
potsherds are also found in the graves.

There are some stone cairns of up to 0.5 m
height and 3-7 m in diameter whose dating and
ethnic association remains to be established.
Although such cairns of small stones covered
by larger ones were Finnic collective burials
during earlier periods, they now occur as single
burials where, in charcoal-rich earth between
the stones, artefacts, human and animal bones
are found.

Flat inhumation graves, appearing in northern
Kurzeme in the 11th century in the present areas of
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11. gadsimta paradas tagadéja Tukuma un
Talsu rajond un nomaina uzkalninkapus. Tie
ierikoti grantskalnos, kuros mirusie apglabati
ITdz 130 cm dzilas, pamatzemé ieraktas kapu
bedrés un gulditi uz muguras ar galvu ZA -
DR virziena. Kapu pildijjumam raksturigs art
neliels ogliSu piejaukums. Spriezot péc rakstu-
rigakajam kapu piedevam - kaklarinkiem ar
uzvértam spiralem vai krellém, rotadatam ar
ipatnéjiem vazturiem un piekariem, ar bronzu
apkaltam nazu makstim, kas atskiras no kursu
senlietam, tie varéja piederét vendiem, jo
ITdzigi materiali tika iegati arT Césu kapulauka,
ko saskana ar hronikas zinam saista ar tiem.
TaCu péc 12./13. gadsimta Sie kapulauki vairs
netiek izmantoti, un 3o faktu dala zinatnieku
izmanto ka pieradijumu Ithiedu izceloSanai uz
Daugavas lejteci.

Vel viens jauns apbediSanas veids Ziemel-
kurzemé konstatéts 12. gadsimta piemineklos,
kas gan vairak izplatits 13.-14. gadsimta un
konstatéts ari Riga. Siem lidzenajiem skelet-
kapiem raksturiga nenoteikta miruso orientacija
(DR-ZA, ZR-DA, R-A) un bagats kursisku
formu rotu klasts. Sajos kapulaukos nav uguns-
kapu, tapéc tos nesaista ar kurSiem, bet gan ar
etniski jauktiem iedzivotajiem, kas radusSies
kurSu un somu cilmes iedzivotaju saskarsmes
gaitd un kuru apziméjums literatQra iegajis ka
“kuronizetie libiesi”.

Daudzas atskirigas apbediSanas tradicijas,
kadas novérojamas Baltijas somu apdzivotajas
teritorijas 10.-13. gadsimta, norada uz vairaku
lokalu grupu pastavéSanu, kas veidojusas
saskarsmé ar citam kultdram un to neséjiem,
nevis vienotu etnosu, kas dzivojis tris atskirigos
regionos. To apliecina gan arheologiskais, gan
antropologiskais materials.

APGERBS UN ROTAS

Apgérbs un ar to nésatas rotas ir viena no
svarigakajam kultdras mantojuma dalam, jo
tajos, pateicoties gatavo3anas, nésasanas un
rotaSanas tradiciju noturibai, ilgstosi saglabajas
etniskas Tpatnibas.

Pateicoties Daugavas lejteces kapulauku
arheologiskajiem izrakumiem, radas iespéja
detalizéti izpétit visus Iidz Sim zinamos ma-
terialus par libieSu apgérbu. Pétijumu
apkopojuma rezultata tapusi A. Zarinas
gramata “LibieSu apgérbs 10.-13. gadsimta”
(75) raksturo §T1 perioda ITthieSu apgérbu.
levérojami mazak atklajumu izdarits Gaujas
novada piemineklos un Ziemelkurzeme, kur
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Tukums and Talsi and replacing the barrow graves,
represent a completely new feature in the region.
These were established on gravel hills, the dead being
buried in graves up to 130 cm deep dug into the
subsoil, placed in a supine position with the head to
the NE. The grave fill is characterised by a small
admixture of charcoal. Judging from the
characteristic grave-goods: neck-ringswith threaded
spirals or beads, dress-pins with unusual chain-
holders and pendants, knife sheaths bound with
bronze. The burials differ from those of the
Couronians, and may be Vend graves, because
somewhat similar material has been obtained from
Césis cemetery, which, on the basis of information
in the chronicle, is connected with the Vends.
However, these cemeteries were no longer used after
the 12th/13th century, and this has been suggested
as evidence of Liv emigration to the lower Daugava.

Another new form of burial in northern
Kurzeme occurs on 12th century sites, being more
widespread in the 13th and 14th centuries and
occurring in Riga too. These flat inhumation graves
are characterised by inconsistent orientation (SW -
NE, NW-SE, W-E) and a rich array of Couronian-
form ornaments. These burials have no cremations,
so they are not connected with the Couronians,
but rather with an ethnically mixed population that
formed as the result of contact between people of
Couronian and Finnic origin, traditionally referred
to in the literature as “Couronised Livs”.

The many different burial traditions observable
in the areas inhabited by people of Finnic
extraction in the 10th—13th century indicate the
existence of several local groups, which developed
in contact with other cultures, rather than a single
ethnic group that inhabited three different areas.
This idea is supported by archaeological, as well
as anthropological evidence.

COSTUME AND ORNAMENTS

The costume and ornaments worn represent one
of the most important aspects of cultural heritage,
since, owing to the persistence of traditions of
manufacture, wear and ornamentation, ethnic
characteristics remain intact there for a long time.

Thanks to research on the cemeteries of the
lower Daugava, it has been possible to study all of
the material hitherto available on Liv costume. The
results of this study, presented in the book ‘Liv
Costume in the 10th—13th century’ by A. Zarina
(75), provide the main source used to characterise
Liv costume of the period. There is a much smaller
amount of evidence from sites in the Gauja area
and northern Kurzeme, where the ethnic



iedzivotaju etniskais sastavs ilgstosi bijis
jaukts. Visvairak materialu ieglts par sie-
vieSu un bérnu térpiem, kurus daudzos
gadijumos papildinaja bagats rotu klasts un
krasni apgérbu rotajumi, kas sekméja audumu
saglabaSanos. Par daudz atturigakajiem
virieSu térpiem, lidzigi ka citur, saglabajies
ievérojami mazak liecibu.

SIEVIESU APGERBS

Apkopojot zindmos atradumus, iespéjams
rekonstruét sievietes térpa komplektu, kura
ietilpst gars krekls, plecos sasprauzami brundi,
villaine, galvassega, kaju sietavas un adas apavi,
ka arT vilnas jakas.

Kapos atrastie vienkartna linu un dazkart
art vilnas audumu fragmenti nav tik lieli, lai
pilntha raksturotu
krekla piegriezuma
dalas. lespéjams, ka
tie bijusi tunikveida
griezuma ar garam,
saSaurinatam piedur-
kném lidzigi ka citu-
viet Ziemeleiropa.
SievieSu apbedijumos
tikpat ka nav atrastas
pakavsaktas, ar ko me-
dza aizspraust krekla
iegriezumu, jo to libie-
tém aizsedza bruncu
augSmala. Pielaujams,
ka vajadzibas gadijuma
Skelums bijis sasiets ar
saitti.

Uz to, ka valkati
plecos sasprauZami

brunci, norada ne tikai 7. attéls. Plecos sasprauzamo brunéu pielieto-

apbeditas sievietes kro- jums.
Su un plecu dala atras- Fig. 7.

tie vilnas audumi, bet the shoulders.

ari iecienttas brunuru-

pucu saktas vai rotadatu pari, kas savienoti ar
vazinam. Sadas krasu rotas atrodamas ikviena
pieaugusas libietes apbedijuma. Lidzigi brunci
valkati daudzas Ziemeleiropas zemés. Bruncu
sasprauS$anai to augSmalas izveidotas Tpasas
cilpas, caur kuram izvéertas adatas. Kon-
statétas ari uz arpusi atliektas bruncu augs-
malas, kas piespraustas ar ipasu nelielu
saktinu. BrunCu audumi gatavoti vienkarsaja
vai skujainaja Cetrnisu triniti no vienkartigiem
vilnas pavedieniem. Tie bijusi zila, brangana
krasa, bet atseviskos gadijumos art divkrasaini
(75, 28. lpp.).

composition was a mixed one for an extended
period of time. The greatest amount of material
has been obtained concerning female and children’s
costume, in many cases supplemented with a rich
array of ornaments and splendid decoration of the
costume, which has ensured preservation of the
fabric. As elsewhere, there is much less evidence
concerning the more modest attire of the men.

FEMALE COSTUME

Bringing together the known finds, it is possible
to reconstruct a set of women’s garments, which
includes a long shirt, a skirt fastened at the
shoulder, a woollen mantle, a headdress, puttees
and leather footwear, as well as woollen jackets.

The fragments of plain-woven linen and
sometimes also woollen fabric found in graves are
not sufficiently large to
permit characterisation of
all parts of the cut of the
shirt. Possibly, the shirts
were of tunic form with
long, narrow sleeves,
similar to those worn
elsewhere in Northern
Europe. Penannular
brooches, used to fasten
the slit at the front, are
almost absent on female
burials, because Liv
women covered this with
the upper edge of the
skirt. Possibly, the slit was
fastened with a string if
necessary.

Skirts were worn
fastened on the shoul-
ders, that is indicated
not only by woollen

Mode of wearing a skirt suspended over fabric found in the

region of the chest and

shoulders, but first and
foremost by pairs of the tortoise brooches that
were so popular, or else by dress-pins, connected
by chains. Such breast ornaments are found on
all burials of adult Liv women. Similar skirts were
worn in many countries of Northern Europe.
For fastening the skirts, special loops were made
in their upper margin, through which pins were
passed. Upper edges of skirts have also been
found that are turned outwards, fastened with a
special small brooch. Skirt fabrics were mainly
simple or broken 2/2 twill of single-strand
woollen thread. They were blue or brown, or in
certain cases two-coloured (75, 28).
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Vairak neka 10 apbedi-
jumos atrasti virs brun-
¢iem nésatu vilnas tunik-
veida jaku fragmenti (75,
29. Ipp.). Jakas Satas no
divam dalam ar dzilu
atvérumu priekSpusé un
garam, saSaurinatam
piedurkném. Jaku garums
bijis nedaudz  virs
celgaliem. Saglabajusies
ari kilveida ielaidumi sanu
vilés. PriekSpuses atvé-
rumi un apakSmalas
izrotatas ar celainém un
uzsitu metéla rotajumu
joslam. Rotajumu joslu
noslégumos izveidoti
védeklveida puSki no
spiralem. ApakSmalas
rotajumu joslas platums
medz bat no nepilna
centimetra Iidz 5 cm plats.

Augstu tehniskas attis-
tibas limeni 11.-12. gad-
simta libieSu amatnieki
bija sasniegusi jostu dari-
nasana. Libietém rakstu-
rigas mezgita pinuma teh-
nika gatavotas jostas, kuru
fragmenti atrasti aptuveni
20 apbedijumos (75, 10. Ipp.). Tas gatavotas no
Sketerétiem sarkanas vilnas pavedieniem,
savstarpéji krustojot blakus eso$os pavedienus,
bijusas 3-9 cm platas, elastigas. Mainot
pavedienu krustosanas virzienus, veidoti dazadi
reljefi, geometriski raksti, kas atgadina adijuma
struktdru. Jostu gali parasti sapiti auklinas. Gan
térpu malu apdarém, gan apgérba sasie$anai
lietotas dazadu veidu celaines - vienkarsas, vien-
krasainas reljefas; greznas rakstainas celaines ar
ielasitu rakstu, kas parasti gatavotas, balta linu
pamata ieauzot kréasainus vilnas rakstus. Jostas
apnemtas augumam vismaz divas reizes, dazkart
piesaistot térpam arT garas krdSu rotu vaZinas.

Krasnaka Itbiesu sievietes térpa sastavdala
ir villaine. Nerotato villainu fragmenti sagla-
bajusies tikai iznémuma gadijumos. Pama-
tojoties uz Laukskolas kapulauka
pétijumiem, 25% gadijumu sievietes
apbeditas ar rotatam villainém un ne vienmér
§1s sievietes bijuSas labi situétas, tapéec A.
Zarina rotato villainu lielo ipatsvaru saista
ne tik daudz ar mantisko stavokli, cik ar
tradicijam (75, 36. Ipp.)- Apbedijumos
villaines atrastas parsegtas visa garuma par
miru$o. Retos gadijumos tas bijusas apliktas
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A. Zarina)

8. attéls. Mezgitas jostas fragmenta atda-
rinajums péc IkSkiles Zarinu 8. kapa
materialiem, (péc A. Zarinas)

Fig. 8. Replica of a sectin of sprang belt
found on burial 8, IkSkiles Zarini, (after

More than ten burials
have been found with frag-
ments of tunic-form jackets
worn over the skirt (75,
29). These jackets were
sown from two parts with a
large opening at the front
and long, narrow sleeves.
The jackets extended tojust
above the knee. Wedge-
shaped pleats along the side
seams have also been
preserved. The opening at
the front and the lower hem
was decorated with tablet-
woven bands and zones of
sewn-on metal ornaments.
These decorative zones
ended with fan-shaped
tassels of spirals. The width
of the decorative zone along
the bottom varies from less
than 1cm to 5 cm.

Liv artisans had reached
a high level of technical
development in the 11thand
12th centuries in the manu-
facture of belts. Charac-
teristic of the Livs were belts
made in sprang technique,
fragments of which have
been found on about 20 burials (75,10). These were
made from plied red thread, 3-9 cm wide and elastic,
crossing with the adjacent threads. By changing the
direction of crossing of the threads, various forms of
relief were created, as well as geometric patterns
reminiscent of knitting. The ends of the belts were
usually plaited into strings. Various forms of tablet-
woven bands were used for edging garments and for
fastening clothing: simple, single-colour relief bands,
aswell as ornate patterned bands with a design usually
made by weaving coloured woollen threads into a white
linen background. The belts were wound around the
middle at least twice, sometimes attaching the long
chains of the breast ornament to the costume as well.

The most elaborate part of the Liv woman’s
costume was the woollen mantle. Fragments of
undecorated woollen mantles have been preserved
only in exceptional cases. Based on a study of
Laukskola cemetery, women were buried with
decorated woollen mantles in only 25% of cases, and
not all of these women were of high status, so Zarina
connects the large proportion of decorated woollen
mantles not so much with material status as with
tradition (75, 36). In the burials, woollen mantles
are found covering the whole length of the body. In
rare cases they were placed on the shoulders, but not



9. attéls. Salaspils Laukskolas 459. kapa villaines rekonstrukcija, (péc A. Zarinas)

Fig. 9.

ap pleciem nesaspraustas. Rotdjumu
paliekas, ko atsedz apbedijumos, lauj spriest
par villainu izmériem, kuru garums bijis 130—
180 cm, platums - 70-100 cm. Tas austas
CetrnlSu triniti no vienkartigiem vilnas
pavedieniem. Tradicionala villainu krasa ir
tumsi zila, uz kuras labi izcelas metala rota-
jumi. RotajoSie elementi - bronzas gredzen-
tini, spiralites, rinkisi ir Iidzigi baltu lieto-
tajiem, bet atSkirigs ir rotajuma izveides
panémiens un td kompozicija, kas atSkir
IThieSu villaines no citam. Seviski raksturigs
rotajuma elements ltbieSu apgérba ir alvas
rozetes, kas lietotas liela skaita. Sakot ar
12. gadsimtu, rotaSanai izmantotas ari dzel-
tenas stikla krellites, kas pakapeniski no-
mainija bronzas detalas. Dazkart visi minétie
rotajumu veidi lietoti vienkopus.

Kompozicionali rotadjums IibieSu villainés
izkartots taisnas rindas visapkart villaines
malam, vidus laukumu atstajot brivu. Savdabigi,
ka rotajumu joslas villainu malas vienmér
pilniba nosedz malam pieSatas celaines, bet galu
celaines atstatas nenosegtas. Villainu apdarei
lietotas celaines ir vienkarsas un vienveidigas,
un tam nav bijusi dekorativa nozime. Malam
pieSatas celaines parasti ir svitrainas vai
svitrainas ar skujinam, galos pieaustas Sauras,
vienkarsu rakstu celaines.

Villainu rotajums laika no 10. lidz 13. gad-
simtam attistas un izmainas. Vairak tas
attiecas tieSi uz malu rotajumu, jo rotajums

Reconstruction of a woolen mantle from burial 459, Salaspils Laukskola. (after A. Zarina)

fastened. The remains of the decoration found on
burials permits the dimensions of the woollen mantles
to be reconstructed. These were 130-180 cm in
length, with a width of 70-100 cm. They were woven
in 2/2 twill of single-strand woollen thread. The
traditional colour of woollen mantles was dark blue,
contrastingwith the metal decoration. The decorative
elements - bronze rings, spirals and wire loops - are
similar to those of the Balts, but the technique of
application and the composition serves to distinguish
Liv woollen mantles from others. Tin rosettes are a
particularly characteristic element of Liv costume,
these being used to decorate the costume in large
numbers. From the 12th century, yellow glass beads
were used for decoration, gradually replacing bronze
elements. Sometimes all of the mentioned forms of
decoration were used together.

The decoration on Livwoollen mantles is arranged
in straight lines all around the edges, leaving the
centre undecorated. Interestingly, the zones of
decoration along the edges of the woollen mantles
always completely cover the tablet-woven bands
attached to the sides of the mantle, while the bands
at the ends have been left uncovered. The tablet-
woven bands used to edge the woollen mantles are
simple and uniform, and did not have a decorative
function. The tablet-woven bands along the sides were
usually striped, or else striped and herringbone-
decorated, with narrow, simple bands along the ends.

The decoration of woollen mantles developed and
changed between the 10th and 13th century. This
applies particularly to the decoration along the sides,
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galos gandriz nemaz nemainas. To veido viena
vai divas velku galiem uzvértu bronzas rinkisu
joslas, izkartotas vai nu viena, vai pretéjos
virzienos, aiz tam seko pieausta vienkarSa
celaine, bet gali pabeigti ar sapitdm barkstim.
10.-13. gadsimta bijuSas villaines, kuram
rotati tikai gali, tomér parsvara tieSi malas ir
vairak rotatas, un to izveidé lietoti vairaki zi-
nami varianti. Atkariba no rotajuma platuma
villaines sturos izveidoti attieciga izméra
puski, uzverot uz velku galiem rotajosus ele-
mentus. Jo plataks veidots malu rotajums, jo
krasnaki ir villainu
stari. Zinamas vaira-
kas villaines ar atsevis-
ki izgatavotu smalku
bronzas spiraliSu ve-
rumu, kas piestiprina-
ti villainu audumam
galos vai malas ar
bronzas rinkisu pali-
dzibu. Tie gatavoti
joslu vai rozeSu veida
un ir tipiski 11.-13.
gadsimta villainu un
priekSautu rotajumi
Somija un lgaunija.

Maz materiala
iegits par IibieSu
sievieSu galvassegam.
Bronzas rotajums tam
izmantots nedaudz.
Trijos apbedijumos
atrastas Sauras austas
matu lentes ar mais-
veida egém zila krasa.
Tas parlocitas un gar
malam rotatas ar
bronzas gredzen-
tiniem un rinkiSiem.
Precizs to garums nav
nosakams, bet gali no-
slegusies ar nelieliem
puskiem. Dazkart ap-
bedijumos konstatétas
galvasautu paliekas.
Retos gadijumos tiem
bijusi rotata auduma mala, kas segusi pieri un,
apnemot galvu, beigusies pakauSa dala. No ta
secinams, ka galvasauta platums bijis ap 60
cm, bet par garumu precizu zinu nav.
Rotajumu veido egei pieSitu gredzentinu
virkne, savukart auduma malai - uzShtu alvas
rozeSu josla. Reizém rotdjumiem lietoti ari
bronzas spiralu posmi, kas piestiprinati
auduma malai. Metéala vainagu nésasana
Ithietéem nav bijusi raksturiga.
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Fig. 10.
burial 7, Césis.

10. attéls. Matu lentes fragmenti. Césu kapu-
lauka 7. apbedijums. A 184
Fragments of a hair band from

because the decoration of the ends remained
practically unaltered. This consisted of zones of
bronze wire loops threaded onto the ends of the
warps, arranged in one direction or opposite
directions, followed by a simple tablet-woven band
attached by weaving, the ends terminating in a plaited
fringe. In the 10th—3th centuries, woollen mantles
occur which are decorated only at the ends, but
usually it is the sides that are most decorated, and
several variants of this decoration are known.
Depending on the width of the ornamentation, tassels
of appropriate size were placed at the corners of the
woollen mantle, the tassels
being threaded onto the warp
ends. The wider the
decorations along the sides,
the more ornate are the
corners of the woollen
mantle. Several woollen
mantles have been found
with separately made
decoration of fine bronze
spirals, attached to the ends
or sides of the woollen mantle
with the help of bronze wire
loops. These were made in
the form of bands or rosettes
and are typical 11th—13th
century woollen mantle and
apron ornaments in Finland
and Estonia.

There is little evidence
regarding the headdresses of
Liv women. Bronze
decoration is very little used.
Narrow woven hair bands
have been found on three
burials, with blue pouch-like
borders. These were folded
over and decorated along the
edge with small bronze rings
and wire loops. The precise
length is not known, but the
ends terminated in small
tassels. Sometimes, remains
of headcloths have been
found on burials. In rare
cases they had a decorated fringe that covered the
forehead and surrounded the head, terminating at
the back. From this it can be concluded that the
headcloth was about 60 cm wide, but there is no
precise information about the length. The decoration
consists of a string of small rings sewn onto the edge
of the border, with a band of tin rosettes sewn onto
the edge of the fabric. Sometimes sections of bronze
spirals were also used, attached to the side of the



Kaju ietérpSanai iz-
mantotas ap 3 m garas un
ap 10 cm platas vilnas
sietavas tumsi zila krasa.
Tas tina ar nelielam
atkapém no potites lidz
celgalam. Pédam lietoti
atsevisSki auti, bet adas
apavu iekSpusé, lidzas
audumu paliekam kon-
statéti ari adatas pinuma
fragmenti, kas varétu but
izmantoti zekém. Sietavu
nostiprinasanai lietoja
celaines vai specialus
spiralu vérumus. Dazkart
Sie abi varianti apvienoti. Loti retos gadijumos
rotats bijis pats sietavu audums. Vidzemes
libieSu kapulaukos zinami tris gadijumi, kad
sietavu mala rotata ar uzSutu gredzentinu rindu
vai divam gredzentinu un alvas rozeSu rindam
(75, 15. tabula 17-19). Biezak sietavu rotajumu
funkciju pildijusi dekorativie apséji, ar kuriem
nostiprinati sietavu gali. PlaSak sastopamais
nostiprindjuma veids ir celaines ar audu vieta
ievértiem bronzas rinkiSiem, kas zvinveida klaj
visu celaini. Vienas $adas celaines kopgarums ir

Fig. 11.

neka 4000 bronzas rinkisu.

VIRIESU APGERBS

VTirieSu apgérbu atradumu skaits ir ievérojami
mazaks, jo tas bijis minimali rotats. VirieSu
terpos etniskas detalas sastopamas daudz retak.
Lidziga situacija novérojama art citas Rietum-
eiropas zemés.

Nemot vérd audumu fragmentu atraSanas
vietu apbedijuma, iespéjams noteikt So fragmentu
piederibu dazadam apgérba dalam - krekliem,
jakdm, apmetniem, biksém, kaju sietavam; tomeér
fragmentu nelielo izméru dél nav iespéjams tos
plasak raksturot. Ne vienmér palidz konkréta
fragmenta atraSanas vietas fikséSana, jo
atseviskam térpa dalam lietotie audumi Tpasi
neatSkiras cits no cita. Ja nav saglabajusas
raksturigas detalas, grati konkretizét to piederibu
noteiktam apgérbam. Turklat janem véra, ka
vilnas audumi lietoti arT kapavietas izklaSanai un
mirusa parsegsanai.

Jakas un apmetni parasti gatavoti no visai
bliviem un bieziem vilnas audumiem. BieZak
sastopamais audums ir ¢etrniSu trinftis no
vienkartigiem pavedieniem. Dazkart velkos
lietoti Sketeréti pavedieni. Dala audumu bijusi
uzvelti. Par jaku piegriezumu var spriest péec

11. attéls. Kaju sietavas. A 11384:1-2
Dundagas Ozolmezs.
Leggings from Dundagas Ozolmezs.

fabric. Metal crowns were
not characteristic part of the
Liv woman'’s costume.

The legs were clothed in
dark blue woollen puttees
about 3 mlong and about 10
cmwide. These were wound
around in an overlapping
fashion from the ankle up to
the knee. Separate cloths
were used for the feet, and
on the insides of the leather
footwear fragments of
naalbinding were found,
which might be from socks.
Tablet-woven bands or special spiral ornaments were
used to fasten the puttees. Sometimes the two variants
are found conjointly. In very rare cases the fabric of
the puttees itself is decorated. Three cases are known
from Liv cemeteries in Vidzeme where the edges of
the puttees are decorated with a row of sewn-on rings
or two rows of rings and tin rosettes (75, Table 15
17-19). More often, ornamental fabric straps were
used for decoration, these also fastening the ends of
the puttees. The most widespread form of fastening
was a tablet-woven band with bronze wire loops woven
in place of the weft, covering the whole band like
scales. The total length of one such band is around
660 cm, and both bands would have included over
4000 bronze wire loops.

MALE COSTUME

The number of finds relating to male costume is
considerably smaller, because the costume was
minimally decorated. In male costume, ethnically
specific elements are much less common. The
situation in Western European countries is similar.

Based on the locations of various textile fragments
on the burial, these fragments can be assigned to
different garments: shirts, jackets, cloaks, trousers
and puttees, but because of the small size of these
fragments, the garments cannot be characterised
more precisely. Recording of the find location of the
particular fragment is not always helpful, because the
fabrics used for various items of clothing do not
particularly differ. If characteristic details have not
sur/ived, it is hard to attribute them to a particular
piece of clothing. It should be borne in mind that
woollen fabrics were also used to line the grave and
cover the deceased.

Jackets and cloaks were usually made of very
dense, thick woollen fabrics. The commonest form
of weave is the 2/2 twill of single-strand thread.
Sometimes, plied threads are used for the warps. Some
fabrics were felted. The cut of jackets can be seen
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LipSu kapulauka 82. kapa
atradumiem. Seit saglaba-
jies liels jakas sanu dalas
fragments mirusa jostasvie-
ta un garas piedurknes vi-
dusdala. Jakas piedurknes
platums ir 16 cm. Tas uz le-
ju saSaurinatas, un slipi no-
grieztas auduma malas sa-
Sutas ar plakano vili. Loti
reti virsdrébes greznotas ar
metalu. Lidz §im zinams ti-
kai viens virsjakas atradums
ar rotatu kakla iegriezuma
dalu. Rotajums loti vien-
karss - audumam uzsutas
divu alvas rozeSu rindas.

Ka liecina audumu
krokas atrastie atSkirigie
vilnas un linu vienkartna
audumu fragmenti, zem
jakam nésati krekli, kas
krdsSu dala sasnemti ar sak-
tu. Ar lielajam, masivajam
saktam sasprausti apmetni.

Kaju sietavas austas no
kvalitativa
bijusas 10-15 cm platas, ar
maisveida egém malas, F19- 12.
parasti zila krasa. BieZzak
sastopamie audumi ir
skujainais un parastais
trinttis. Notinot stilbus spiralveida, tie zem
celgala nostiprinati ar celaini. Sietavu rotajumi
sastopami reti un konstatéti tikai nosléeguma
gala. Bronzas gredzentini vai nu aplociti
auduma galam, vai kopa ar spiralitém uzsati
audumam. Dazkart galos piestiprinatas pinuma
tehnika gatavotas rotajumu joslas ar bronzas
spiralidu greznojumu un rozetveida papla-
Sinajumiem galos. Ar bronzu reizém rotati ari
apséju gali.

ArT bikSu piegriezumu noteikt péc iegUtajiem
atradumiem nav iespéjams, jo lidz S§im nav
atrastas nekadas to raksturojosas detalas.

Visai maz materialu gats par virieu galvas-
segam. Trijos kapos mirusajiem ap galvu atrastas
ievestas brokata lentes, kas galvenokart uztve-
ramas kd norade uz augstu socialo stavokli.

A. Zarina)

BERNU APGERBS

Izrakumos reti izdodas gat liecibas par bérnu
apgérbu. Pateicoties tam, ka ltbieSu bérnu térpu
darinaSanai un rotdsanai tikusi veltita ipasa
uzmaniba, iespéjams spriest par to sastavdalam
26

from the finds of burial 82
at Lip8i cemetery. Here a
large fragment of a jacket
side has been found from
the middle of the body,
along with the mid-part of
a long sleeve. The sleeve
is 16 cm wide. It narrows
towards the cuff and the
obliquely cut edges of the
fabric have been sown
together with a flat seam.
The over-clothes very
rarely are decorated with
metal. So far, only one
find of a jacket with a
decorated neck has been
found. The ornament is a
very simple one, consis-
ting of two rows of tin
rosettes sewn onto the
fabric.

As indicated by frag-
ments of a different
woollen or linen plain-
woven fabric found in the

materiala, 12. attéls. Salaspils Vejstliru 54. kapa viriea pleats of the fabrics,
térpa rekonstrukcija, (péc A. Zarinas)
Reconstruction of male costume the jackets, fastened on
from burial 54, Salaspils Vejstari. (after the chest with a brooch.

shirts were worn under

Large, heavy brooches
were used to fasten
cloaks.

Puttees for the legs were woven from good quality
material, they were 10-15 cm wide, with pouch-like
borders along the sides, and usually blue. The most
common fabric types are broken and simple twill.
The shinswere wound in spiral fashion and the puttees
fastened with a tablet-woven band under the knee.
Puttee ornamentation is quite rare and has been found
only at the end of the puttee. Small bronze rings were
either wound around the end of the fabric or else
sewn onto the fabric together with spirals. Sometimes,
plaited decorative bands were attached to the ends
with bronze spiral ornamentation and rosette-like
broadened ends. The ends of the puttees were
sometimes also decorated with bronze.

The cut of the trousers cannot be described from
the finds, because no characteristic details have
been obtained.

CHILDREN S COSTUME
Excavations rarely provide evidence of

children’s costume. Thanks to the special attention
that Livs gave to making and decorating children’s



un veidolu. Rotajumi
bérnu apgérbos sastopami
biezdk neka pieauguso
térpos. Apgérba piegrie-
zums, apdare un tam
piedero3as rotas bija tadas
paSas ka pieaugusajiem,
tikai veidotas atbilstosi
augumam. Nav noveérotas
batiskas atSkiribas starp
meitenu un zénu térpiem.

Bérni nésajusi linu
auduma kreklus, kas péc
piegriezuma varéja bat
tadi paSi ka pieaugusajiem.
Kakla iegriezumi bija
sasprausti ar mazam
saktinam. Vairakos gadi-
jumos konstatéts, ka bérni
bijusi apbediti tikai krekla,
lai gan parasti virs ta vil-
ktas vilnas auduma tunik-
veida jakas ar garam pie-
durkném. Jaku sanu viles
dazkart bijuSas sasatas ar
atSkirigas krasas deko-
rativu, skujina izkartotu
Suvi. Piegriezuma veids
labi konstatéjams péc ro-
tajuma. Jakam parasti Fjg. 13,
rotatas kakla iegriezuma
malas, durgali un apaks-
mala. Patlaban zinami
vairak nekad 30 bérnu
apbedijumi ar rotatdm virsjakam, un gandriz
visam tam var rekonstruét térpa greznojuma
veidu. Jauzsver, ka visi Sie atradumi ieguti tikai
Daugavas baseina kapulaukos. Rotato térpu
ipatsvars bijis visai liels. No 160 Laukskolas
kapulauka atklatajiem bérnu apbedijumiem rotati
svarki ir konstatéti 57 kapos, tatad 37% gadijumu
(75, 57. lpp.). ArT tad, ja viena virs otras vilktas
divas jakas, tas abas bijusas rotatas (Doles
Vampeniesi |, 88. kaps).

Rotajuma materiadli un izveides principi
bija tadi pasi ka pieauguso térpiem. Visvairak
akcentéta bérnu térpa dala ir kakla
iegriezuma linija. Péc rotajuma redzams, ka
kakla iegriezums bijis Iidz 15 cm dzil§, bet
dazkart Iidz par jostasvietai. Dzilakas atveres
aizspraustas ar saktu. Neliels iegriezums
vienmér bijis art aizmuguré. AtlocTjumu
armalas pieSitas sarkanas pavedienu pinites,
aiz kuram uzSats rotajums, kas izkartots
cieSas paralélas joslas. Rotato joslu skaitam
laika gaita ir tendence pieaugt no vienas joslas
senakajos atradumos Iidz pat 10 blakus

(after A. Zarina)

13. attéls. Doles VampenieSu | 88. kapa un
Salaspils Laukskolas 331. kapa bérnu
térpu rekonstrukcijas, (péc A. Zarinas)

Reconstruction of children’s cos-

tume from burial 88, Doles Vampeniesi |,

and burial 331, Salaspils Laukskola.

costume, the elements and
form of this costume can
be established. Decoration
is more commonly found
on children’s clothing than
on adult costume. The cut
and decoration of the
clothes and the ornaments
differ from those of adults
only in size. No significant
differences have been
observed between girls and
boys costume.

Children wore long linen
shirts, which may have been
of identical cut to those of
adults. The opening at the
neck was fastened with a
small brooch. In several
cases it has been found that
children were buried inashirt
only, although usually a
tunic-form jacket with long
sleeves was worn on top. The
seams at the sides of the
jacket were sometimes sewn
with decorative herringbone
stitching of a different
colour. The cut can be
clearly seen from the
decoration. Jackets were
usually decorated along the
edges of the neck opening,
the cuffs and the lower hem.
Currently, over 30 children’s graves with decorated
jackets are known, and the form of decoration on
the costume can be reconstructed for almost all of
them. It should be emphasised that all of these finds
have been obtained from the cemeteries of the
Daugava basin. A very large proportion of costume
was decorated. Of 160 child burials from Laukskola,
decorated jackets were found on 57 burials, or 37%
(75, 57). Also in cases where two jackets were worn
one on top of the other, they were both decorated
(Doles Vampeniesi I, burial 88).

The material used for decoration and the
principles of decoration were the same as for adult
costume. The most emphasised part of the
children’s costume was the line of the opening at
the neck. From the decoration it can be seen that
the slit at the neck was up to 15 cm long, sometimes
extending to the middle. The longer slits were
fastened with a brooch. There was always also a
small slit at the back. Sewn onto the outside edges
of the lapels were plaited red threads, behind which
there was sewn decoration, arranged in closely
spaced parallel bands. The number of decorated
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esosam rindam greznakajos 11. gadsimta
térpos. Rindas izkartoti bronzas gredzentini,
rinkisi, garakas bronzas spirales, krellites un
alvas rozetes. Reizém taisno joslu rotajumu
papildina puslokos vai liklocT izkartotas
gredzentinu rindas. Rotajumu joslu
savienojuma vietas izveidoti daZzadu izméru
puski no bronzas spiralitém un gredzen-
tiniem. Tie gatavoti ari tad, ja iegriezuma
apmalu rotajumiem nav lietots metals.
Acimredzot $ajos gadijumos iegriezumus
rotajuSas celaines vai pinttes, kuru gali
izmantoti pusku veidoSanai. Loti bieZzi puski
papildinati ar dazadiem amuletiem -
zvarguliem, dzivnieku zobiem, krellém un
stikliniem. Ja rotata josla bijusi Saura, puska
vieta lietoti piekarini.

Jakas apnemtas ar jostam, sakrokojot
audumu 3-5 cm dzilas ielocés. Dazkart kapa
atrastas pat divas tris dazadas jostas (75,
61. Ipp.). Meitenu apbedijumos konstatétas
tikai austas jostas, bet zénu apbedijumos - gan
austas, gan adas jostas. Laukskolas kapulauka
adas jostas bijuSas treSdalai zénu, un daudzas
no tam rotatas ar apkalumiem (75, 61. Ipp.)
Pie visu veidu jostam karinati amuleti un dazadi
priekSmeti - maki, nazi, kemmes u. c.

Par galvassegu rotajumu un diZciltibas simbolu
uzskatamas brokata lentes, kadas atrastas trijos
Daugavas lthieSu pusaudZu kapos. Par bikSu un
bruncu lietoSanu realu liectbu pagaidam maz.

bands had a tendency to increase over time from a
single band in the oldest finds to as many as ten
adjacent rows in the most ornate 11th century
costumes. These rows include bronze rings, wire
loops, elongate bronze spirals, along with beads
and tin rosettes. Sometimes the decoration,
arranged in straight bands, is augmented with rows
of small rings arranged in semicircles or zigzags.
The junctions of decorated bands had various-sized
tassels of bronze spirals and rings. These are also
present even if metal has not been used for edging
the opening. Evidently, in such cases the slit was
decorated with tablet-woven or plaited bands, the
ends of which were used to form the tassels. Very
commonly, the tassels are augmented with various
amulets - tinklers, animal teeth and beads. If the
decorative band was narrow, then pendants were
used in place of the tassel.

The jackets were girdled with belts, forming 3-
5 cm deep pleats in the fabric. Sometimes even
two or three different belts have been found on
one burial (75, 61). Only woven belts were found
on girls’ burials, while boys’ burials had both woven
and leather belts. At Laukskola cemetery, one third
of boys had leather belts, many of these being
decorated with metal fittings (75, 61). All forms
of belts had various attached articles, such as
purses, knives, combs etc.

The brocade bands found in three juvenile
Daugava Liv graves can be considered headdress
ornaments and symbols of highborn status. At

14. attéls. Salaspils Laukskolas 381. kapa bérna jakas atdarinajums. (péc A. Zarinas)

Fig. 14.
28

Replica of child’sjacket from burial 381, Salaspils Laukskola. (after A. Zarina)



Bruncu sasprausanai lietotas brunurupucu saktas
meitenu apbedijumos atrastas tikai atseviskos
gadijumos. Vairakas lielas saktas, kas atrastas
zénu apbedijumos, iespéjams, tikusas izmantotas,
lai ar tam saspraustu apmetni, bet konkrétu
pieradijumu to eksistencei nav. ArT apbedijumos
konstatéto villainu palieku pétijumi nepierada, ka
tas speciali gatavotas bérniem, jo tas varéja bit
ieliktas kapa ka pieaugusa cilvéka ziedojums vai
ka kapa parsegs.

Lai gan kapulaukos materialu par apaviem
nav daudz, atrodamas norades par to iesp&jamo
rotaSanu. No atradumiem redzams, ka gan
pieaugusie, gan bérni valkajusi kurpjveida adas
apavus, kas virs potites bijusi sastiprinati ar
adas saititi. Pie pédam atrastds gredzentinu
grupinas un zvarguli varéja tikt izmantoti
siksninu galu rotaanai. Nereti potites rajona
konstatétas spirales, kas arT uzskatamas par
apavu rotajumu sastavdalu.

LibieSu senaja apgérba saskatama mij-
iedarbtba ar I1dzas dzivojoSajam tautam. Viens
no tas izpausmes veidiem ir S0 tautu ma-
terialas kulttras elementu daléja izmantoSana
un parnemsana, pielagojot $os aizguvumus
savai izpratnei, iespéjam un tradicijam. Térpos
saskatamas gan skandinaviskas ietekmes, gan
somu un igaunu iespaida radusies rotajumu
elementi, gan baltiem raksturigas detalas. Ari
ItbieSu apgérba veidoSanas principi un tra-
dicijas ietekméjusas blakus dzivojoSos latgalus
un sélus, kuru térpos 12. gadsimta paradas
ITbieSu térpu elementi. Vairakas IthieSu térpu
sastavdalas un to gatavoSanas principi par-
mantoti un saglabajusies tautastérpos Iidz pat
19. gadsimtam.

ROTAS

LibieSu kultdras savdabiba liela méra izpau-
Zas ar1 rotas un tai raksturigaja ornamentika,
kura apvienoti geometriskie un augu motivi.
Tapat ka visai kultdrai, arT rotam raksturiga liela
skandinavu, baltu un Baltijas somu ietekme.

Pie térpiem nésato rotu komplektacija
senatné zinama laika posma bija diezgan
vienveidiga. To acimredzot noteica tradicijas,
kas mainijas visai Iéni. LibieSu rotu komplekti
izcelas ar lielu bagatibu un greznibu, ka tas
raksturigs tautam, kuram liela loma atvéléta
tirdzniecibai.

SievieSu rotu komplektu Itbietéem 10.-12.
gadsimta veidoja kaklarotas, kraSurotas, ap-
roces un gredzeni. Dalai rotu bija praktiska
nozime, jo tas izmantoja térpu aizdarei, bet
citam - vairak simboliski rotajosa loma. Ja

present there is no actual evidence regarding the
wearing of trousers or skirts. Tortoise brooches
have been used to fasten skirts only on a few girls’
burials. Several large brooches found on male
burials suggest the possibility that they were used
to fasten a cloak, but there is no definite evidence
of this. The remains of woollen mantles found in
graves do not show that they were specially made
for children, since they may have been placed in
the graves as an offering by an adult or as a
covering of the burial.

Although there is little cemetery material
regarding footwear, there are indications that it
may have been decorated. The finds show that both
adults and children wore shoe-like leather
footwear, fastened above the ankles with leather
laces. Groups of rings and tinkers found next to
the feet may have decorated the ends of the laces.
Spirals are often found in the area of the ankle,
and these may be regarded as forming part of
footwear decoration.

The ancient costume of the Livs shows interaction
with neighbouring peoples. One of the expressions
of this is in the partial utilisation and adoption of
elements of the material culture of these peoples,
adapting the borrowings to their own tastes,
possibilities and traditions. The costume shows
Scandinavian influences, as well as decorative
elements that developed under Finnish and Estonian
influence, and elements characteristic to the Balts.
The costume manufacturing principles and traditions
of the Livs also influenced their neighbours, the
Latgallians and Selonians, whose costume shows
elements of Liv costume in the 12th century. Several
components of Liv costume and the principles of their
manufacture have been inherited and preserved in
folk costumes right up to the 19th century.

ORNAMENTS

The specific character of Liv culture is largely
seen in ornaments and characteristic decoration,
which combines geometric and floral motifs. Like
the culture in general, the ornaments also show con-
siderable Scandinavian, Baltic and Finnic influence.

The sets of ornaments worn on the costume
during any particular period were quite unvarying.
This was evidently determined by traditions that
were very slow to change. Liv jewellery sets are
distinguished by their richness and splendour,
characteristic of peoples for whom trade played
an important role.

The 10th—12th century Liv women’s jewellery set
consisted of necklaces, breast ornaments, armbands
and rings. A proportion of these ornaments had a

practical significance, being used to fasten the
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pats rotu komplekts, ko sievietes lietoja
konkrétaja laika posma, bija Iidzigs sastava
zina, tad atSkirigus tos darTja rotu greznums,
daudzums un kvalitate, kas bija atkariga no
materialajam iespéjam. To neapSaubami
iespaidoja art sociali ekonomiska un politiska
situacija. 11. gadsimta otra puse ir laiks, kad
[TtbieSu kultlra piedzivoja uzplaukumu. No &1
posma arT saglabajusas visgreznakas rotas. Péc
tam rotu daudzums, to apjoms un krasnums
pakapeniski samazinas, ko noteica vésturiskas
situacijas maina.

Visraksturigaka IthieSu sievietes rota ir
masiva krasu vaZinu rota ar t. s. brunurupucu
saktam, kas tika izmantotas garo, plecos
sasprauzamo bruncu nostiprinaanai, tapéc
vienmér lietotas paros pa vienai uz katra pleca.
Tas savienoja bronzas vazinas, kas iestiprinatas
saktu apakSmalas. Senakie So saktu paraugi
nakusi no Skandinavijas. Tas ir lielas, ovalas
saktas ar azdru, zvéru stila ornamentiem
greznotu virspusi. 10.-11. gadsimta apbedT-
jumos Sadas saktas iegiltas gan Kurzemes
regiona, gan Daugavas libieSu apdzivotajos
rajonos, kur tas piedzivojusas izmainas, jo
tikuSas parveidotas atbilstoSi iedzivotaju
gaumei. Saktu izméri tiek samazinati, un to

15. attéls. LibieSu vaZinrota.

Fig. 15.  Liv chain ornament.
RLB 560 Krimulda.
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costume, while others had more symbolic and
decorative role. While the jewellery set used by
women for a particular time period was the same in
terms of its composition, the particular sets as worn
were distinguished by the elaboration of the
ornaments, and their number and quality, which
depended on material conditions. This was
undoubtedly also affected by the socio-economic and
political conditions. The second half of the 11th
century is the time when Liv culture flourished. The
most splendid ornaments come from this period.
During the following period, the amount of jewellery
and its size and splendour gradually declines, a
consequence of changing historical conditions.

The most characteristic form of Liv woman'’s
ornament was the massive chain breast ornament
with so-called tortoise brooches, used to fasten the
long skirt at the shoulders, and so always occurring
in pairs, one on each shoulder. These were
connected with bronze chains attached to the lower
edges of the brooches. The earliest examples of
these brooches came from Scandinavia. These were
large, oval brooches with an openwork surface with
animal-style decoration. In 10th-11th century
burials, such brooches have been found both in
Kurzeme and in the area populated by the Daugava
Livs, where they undergo change and are adapted

16. attéls. Brunurupucu saktas.

Fig. 16.  Tortoise brooches.
1 - A 8432 Kandava; 2 - A 1637 Doles
Vampeniesi; 3 -A 10390:7Lielvardesparceltuve;
4 -RDM 12229 IkSkiles Kabeles 36. kaps; 5 -
A 2360" Salaspils Laukskola



Fig. 17.  Knife in a bronze sheath.
A 12255:41 Skriveru Lielrutuli, 9. kaps

rotdSanai sak izmantot stilizétu augu
ornamentus. Saktam pievieno azdrus
trisstirveida vazturus ar vairakdm vazinam. Ja
to ir daudz (dazkart Iidz pat 9 rindam), tas
izkarto speciali vazinu sadalitaji. VaZinu garumi
bija daZzadi, bet nereti tas sniegusas lidz pat
celgaliem, tapéc, lai netraucétu, vazinas arjostu
apnemtas un piesaistitas térpam. Pie tam
vienmér piestiprinati dazadi amuleti un ikdiena
nepiecieSami priekSmeti - kemmes, atslégas,
adatu karbinas, nazi. Daznedazadu amuletveida
piekarinu lietoSana lield skaita raksturiga gan
sievietéem un virieSiem, gan bérniem. Biezi
sievieSu apbedijumos atrod naZus greznas
makstis. Sendkas no tam gatavotas no bronzas,
bet 12.-13. gadsimta vairak izplatitas no adas
darinatas makstis ar bronzas sloksnisu rotajumu.

Ar 12. gadsimta otro pusi saktam
pievienoto vaZinu skaits un garums samazinas,
lidz 13. gadsimta tas parstaj lietot. Kurzeme
vazinu rotas ir mazak greznas, un Seit
neattistas Itbiska brunurupucu saktu forma.
Sim regionam raksturigakas ir rotadatas,
kuram piestiprinati vazturi ar vazinam, kas ir
daudz mazaka skaita. Sastopamas gan kursu
tipa trisstiradatas ar divkarsam ripam galos
un pinuma ornamentu, gan adatas ar pa-
plasinatu aZdru galvas aug3dalu, gan zemgalu
tipa krustadatas. Sadas vazinrotas iegatas ari
Daugavas un Gaujas baseina ItbieSu pie-
mineklos. Citas saktas térpu sasprausanai
lietotas reti.

18. attéls. Rotadatas.
Fig. 18.  Dress-pins.
A 7202:1 Piltenes Sikli

to suit local tastes. The size of the brooches
decreases, and stylised floral designs are used for
decoration. Openwork triangular chain-holders with
several chains were attached to the brooches. If there
were many chains (sometimes as many as nine rows),
they were arranged on special chain dividers. The
chains varied in length, but often reached right down
to the knees, so to prevent them from getting in the
way, they were attached to the costume by winding
the belt around them. Suspended from the chains
there were always various amulets and everyday
utensils: combs, keys, needle-cases and knives. The
use of a great variety of amulet-pendants was very
characteristic of women, men and children. Often,
knives in ornate sheaths are found in women’s
graves. The earliest sheaths were made of bronze,
but in the 12th and 13th centuries leather sheaths
with decoration of bronze strips became widespread.

With the second half of the 12th century the
number and length of chains attached to the brooches
decreases, and in the 13th century their use stopped
altogether. In Kurzeme, chain ornaments were less
ornate, and here the typical Liv form of the tortoise
brooch did not develop. Characteristic of this region
are dress-pins with attached chain-holders and chains,
the latter being much fewer in number. Couronian-
type pins with a triangular head, a double disc at the
top and plaited ornamentation, pinswith a broadened
openwork top of the head and Semigallian-type
cruciform pins all occur there. Such chain ornaments
have also been found on Liv sites in the Daugava and
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19. attéls. Krustadatas.
Fig. 19.  Cruciform pins.
A 8316:1-5 Tukuma tirgus laukums, 1. kaps

21. attels. Kaklarinki ar uzvértam spiralém.
Fig. 21.  Neck-rings with threaded spirals.
1 -A 8948:3 Salaspils Laukskola, 7. kaps; 2 -
A 8947:3 Salaspils Laukskola, 6. kaps;
3 -RDM 11712h Aizkraukle; 4 - A 8699:20
Tukuma tirgus laukums, 6. kaps

20. attéls. Krellu rotas.

Fig. 20.  Bead necklaces.
1 - A 8922:9 Mazstraupes Zvejnieki,
2 -RDM 11033 Krimulda; 3 -A 12221:162
Aizkraukles Lejaszagari, 22. kaps

22. attels. Kaklarotas.

Fig. 22.  Necklaces.
1-A 8922:10 Mazstraupes Zvejnieki; 2 - A
7344:29 Libagu Kili; 3 - A 7266:2 Virbu
Zunnas; 4 -A 7344:57 Libagu Kili



LibieSiem bijusi tikai dazu veidu kaklarinki,
un tos vini nésajusi daudz mazaka skaitd neka
balti, jo liela loma bija ievesto krellu rotam. Tas
lietoja gan vienas pasas, gan vértas kopa ar kauri
gliemezvakiem un dazadiem piekariem un
nésdja pat vairakas virtenes vienlaikus. No
Skandinavijas tika aizguts krellu nésasanas veids
vairakas paralélas rindas, ieverot tas specialos
krellu turétajos, kuri piestiprinati saktam.
Ziemelkurzemé gan stikla, gan bronzas krelles
véra uz bronzas stieples kopa ar kauri
gliemezvakiem. Visizplatitakais kaklarinku
veids ir baltiem raksturigais no tris stieplem
vitais kaklarinkis ar cilpu galiem. Lietoti ar1
kaklarinki ar pogas un kasa galiem, ka ari
kaklarinki ar uzvértam spiralem, kas tipiski tiesi
Ziemelkurzemes pieminekliem.

23. attéls. Aproces.
Fig. 23.  Armbands.

Gauja basins. Other forms of brooches are rarely
used to fasten the costume.

The Livs had only a few forms of neck-rings, and
these were worn by them much less than by the Balts,
imported bead necklaces playing more important role
among the Livs. The beads were threaded together
with cowrie shells and various pendants and could
even be worn in several strings. The fashion of
wearing bead necklaces in several parallel rows was
borrowed from Scandinavia, threading them on
special necklace-holders that were attached to the
brooches. In northern Kurzeme, both glass and
bronze beads were threaded on bronze wire together
with cowrie shells. The most widespread form of neck-
ring was the neck-ring twisted from three strands of
wire with loop ends, characteristic of the Balts. Also

1-RDM 11683Aizkraukle; 2 -RDM 1497 Lielvardes Ip3as; 3 -RLB 811 Vidzeme; 4 - A 5821 Salaspils
Dakteru muiza: 5 -RDM 11654 Aizkraukle; 6 - KPM 110 Daugmale; 7-A 12799:3 Salaspils Siranti; 8

-RLB 810 Vidzeme

LibieSiem raksturigas dobas, ornamentétas
aproces ar saSaurinatiem galiem, kuras nésatas
pa 1-3 uz katras rokas. No citu veidu aprocém
biezak lietotas spiralaproces.

Nésato gredzenu skaits bijis visai ievérojams,
nereti pat visos pirkstos. lzplatitakais veids ir
spiralgredzeni, lietoti arT gredzeni ar paplaSinatu,
ornamentétu priekSpusi. Tpatnéjakais gredzenu
veids, kas galvenokart sastopams libieSu
piemineklos, ir gredzeni ar spiralés atliektiem
galiem. 12. gadsimta otraja pusé un 13. gadsimta
art lietoto gredzenu daudzums samazinas.

VirieSi nésajusi nedaudz rotu. Nozimigaka
un art greznaka térpa dala viniem neapSaubami
bijusi josta ar bronzas apkalumiem. Laukskolas
kapulauka pétijumi liecina, ka apkaltas adas

in use were neck-rings with button and hook ends, as
well as neck-rings threaded with spirals, which are
typical of sites in northern Kurzeme.

Characteristic of the Livs are hollow, decorated
armbands with narrowed ends, between one and
three being worn on each arm. Of other armband
forms, the most common were spiral armbands.

Considerable numbers of rings were worn,
often on all the fingers. The most widespread form
was the spiral ring, alongside with them rings with
a broadened, ornamented front were also in use.
The most unusual form of ring, mainly occurring
on Liv sites, is the ring with ends bent back in a
spiral. The number of rings declines in the second
half of the 12th and the 13th century.

Men wore few ornaments. The most important
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24. attéls. Pakavsaktas.
Fig. 24.  Penannular brooches.

1-A 1676 Ligatne; 2 - A 8699:23 Tukuma tirgus laukums, 6. kaps; 3 - A 2364 Salaspils Laukskola;
4 -RDM 11016 Krimulda; 5 -A 11771:62 Krimuldas Liepenes Il grupas 4. uzkalnins; 6 -A 12694:416

Kokneses kapulauks

jostas bijusas 30% virieSu apbedijumu (75,
53. Ipp.). Lai ganjostu sastavdalas lidzigas visos
novados, libieSiem bieZzak sastopamas
skandinavu un Austrumu izcelsmes detalas.
Jostas parasti sadalitas ar rinkiem vairakos
posmos, un tam pievienoti dazadi piekari, ka
ari ikdiena lietojami priekSmeti - maki, naZi,
tirgotaja piederumi u. c.

Térpu aizdarei izmantotas saktas gal-
venokart bijusas ar magonpogalu galiem vai ari
kurSu tipa ar rédZzu galiem. Sastopamas ari
vienkarsas pakavsaktas ar atrotitiem galiem un
valveida saktas ar spiralu ornamentu. Gaujas
novada piemineklos iegdtas saktas ar
noplacinatu, rotatu loku un daudzskaldnu
galiem. Aproces un gredzeni virieSu apbe-
dijumos sastopami loti reti.

NODARBOSANAS

LtbieSu dzivesvietas un kapulaukos iegatais
arheologiskais materials sniedz liecibas par
iedzivotaju saimniecisko dzivi un nodarboSanos.

Dominéjosa saimniecibas nozare dzelzs
laikmetd, tapat ka visa Latvijas teritorija, lTbieSu
apdzivotajos novados bija zemkopiba. Par

and ornate part of male costume was without any
doubt a belt with bronze bindings. Studies on
Laukskola cemetery show that leather belts with
metal fittings were present on 30% of male burials
(75, 53). Although belt components were similar
to those used in all the other regions, those of the
Livs more commonly have details of Scandinavian
and eastern origin. The belts are usually divided into
several sections with rings, and various pendants
are attached, as well as articles of everyday use, such
as purses, knives, merchants’ utensils etc.

The brooches used to fasten costume were
mainly with poppy-head ends, or of the Couronian
type with tenon ends. Also occurring are simple
penannular brooches with bent-back ends and club-
shaped brooches with spiral ornamentation.
Brooches with a flattened, decorated bow and
polyhedral ends have been found on sites of the
Gauja area. Brooches and rings are very rare in
male burials.

OCCUPATIONS

Archaeological material from settlement sites
an” cemeteries provides evidence of populations
economic life and occupation,

galveno zemes apstrades darbariku vélaja dzelzsThe dominant economic activity in the lron

laikmeta kluva spilarkls ar dzelzs lemeSiem, kas
34

Age in Liv areas, as in all of the territory of Latvia,



ievérojami atviegloja zemes apstradi un labi
noderéja séklas un meéslojuma iestradasanai
zemé. Liela nozime bija arT ziemaju ievieSanai;
jau 8.-9. gadsimta par galveno labibas kultQru
kluva ziemas rudzi. Analizéjot arheologiskajos
izrakumos Daugmalé, Doles Rau$os, LipSos,
Salaspils Laukskola un Martinsala iegito augu
seklu materialu, konstatéts, ka galvenie
kultdraugi bija rudzi, divgraudu un parastie
kviesi, auzas, griki, lini, prosa, raceni, ké arf ellas
augs - idra (48, 113. Ipp.). Graudu talakai
parstradei izmantoja graudberzus, bet 11.
gadsimta Latvijas teritorija paradas nozimigs
tehnisks jaunievedums - rokas dzirnas.
Zemkopiba pamazam pargaja uz trislauku
sistému, kas efektivak nodrosinaja ar partiku art
nerazas gados un lava veidot partikas rezerves.
Par 3adu uzkrajumu veidoSanu liecina Daugmalg,
Doles Rausos, Martinsala, Salaspils Laukskola
un citur atrastie pagrabi un saimniecibas bedres.

Otra nozimigaka saimniecibas nozare bija
lopkopiba, kuras attistibu veicinaja arT tirumu
zemkopibas paplaSinasanas. Uztura visvairak
lietoja cuokgalu. Daugmales pilskalna iegato
coku kaulu skaits aptuveni 15 reizes
parsniedza liellopu kaulu skaitu (67,172. Ipp.).
Iztikas nodroSinasSanai audzéja arT govis, kas
bija gan piena, gan galas lopi, vérsus, ko varéja
izmantot arT ka vilcéjspéku. Arheologiskaja
materiala, kas iegits senajas dzivesvietas,
sastopami priekSmeti, kas nordda uz
lopkopibas attistibu - no dzelzs izgatavoti govju

was agriculture. The forked plough with iron
ploughshares became main tool for tillage in the
Late Iron Age, significantly aiding cultivation and
used to work seed and manure into the ground.
The introduction of winter crops was very
important, winter rye becoming the main cereal
crop already in the 8th/9th century. Analysis of
seeds obtained in archaeological excavations at
Daugmale, Doles Rausi, LipSi, Salaspils
Laukskola and Martinsala has shown that the main
crops were rye, emmer and bread wheat, oats,
buckwheat, flax, millet and turnips, as well as the
oil plant- false flax (48, 113). For grain
processing, grindstones were used, and in the 11th
century an important technical innovation
appeared in the territory of Latvia - the rotary
hand quern. In agriculture, the three-field system
was gradually adopted, more effective for
providing food in bad years and permitting food
reserves to be established. The cellars and pits
found at Daugmale, Doles Rausi, Martinsala,
Salaspils Laukskola and elsewhere are evidence
that reserves of food were being stored.

The second most important economic activity
was keeping of a livestock, the development of
which was stimulated by more widespread
cultivation of permanent fields. Pork was the most
widely consumed meat. The number of pig bones
recovered at Daugmale exceeded the number of
cattle bones by 50% (67, 172). For subsistence,
cows were also kept, both as milk and meat animals,
and bullocks, which were used for traction.

25. attéls. Darbariki - dzirkles, sirpis, vérpjamas varpstas skriemelis.

Fig. 25.  Tools: shears, sickle, spindle whorl.

1-RDM 11 712* Aizkraukle 4. kaps; 2 -RDM | 796 Salaspils Martinsala; 3 -A 12221: 231 Aizkraukles
LejasZagari, 28. kaps; 4 -A 9973:2 Salaspils Laukskola, 18. kaps



26. attéls. Dzelzs izstradajumi - cirvji, Sképa gals, piesis.

Fig. 26.  lron objects: axes, spearhead, spur.

1-A 12221:13 Aizkraukles Lejaszagari, 6. kaps; 2 - RDM | 470b Turaidas Pateli, 39. kaps;
3 -A 7695:1 Salaspils; 4 -RDM 1470cTuraidas Pateli, 39. kaps

zvani un zvarguli, kas atviegloja gana darbu,
daZadas zirglietas (pakavi, iemauktu detalas,
kapsli, ledus piesi u. c.), dzirkles aitu cirpsanai.
Lidztekus galvenajam saimniecibas nozarém
pastavéja arf mednieciba un zvejnieciba. 1pasa
nozime bija kazokzvéru medibam, jo zvéradas
kluva par dizciltigo apgérba svarigu atribatu un
tika izmantotas mainai (67, 173. lpp.).
Analizéjot arheologiskajos izrakumos iegito
dzivnieku kaulu materialu, konstatéts, ka 11.-
12. gadsimta visbiezak medTitais dzivnieks bija
bebrs (Sabile, Martinsala), atseviskas libieSu
dzivesvietas gar Daugavu (Ikskile) tas gan bija
retak sastopams, tomér kopuma to var
uzskatit par vienu no iecienitakajiem
kazokzvériem. Veértigs medijums bija ari
caunas (Sabilé 7,15% no analizéta materiala),
la¢i (Martinsala, Ik8kile lidz 10%), zaki
(Martinsala, Sabilé 6-7%), apsi (Daugmalé,
7-8%), mazak meditas lapsas (Martinsala
tikai 0,64%) (45, 224.-227. Ipp.).
Zvejniecibas loma ItbhieSu apdzivotajas
teritorijas bija diezgan liela - to noteica
geografiska situacija upju tuvuma. Analizéjot
Daugmales pilskalna iegatos zivju kaulus,
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Archaeological material obtained on ancient
settlement sites includes artefacts that reflect the
development of keeping a livestock: iron cowbells
and tinklers, which were an aid to herders, various
horse-trappings (horseshoes, parts of bridles,
stirrups, crampons etc.), and sheep shears.

In parallel with the main economic activities,
hunting and fishing were also practiced.
Particularly important was the hunting of fur-
bearing animals, because furs had become an
important element of the attire of nobles and were
the trade object (67, 173). Analysis of animal bone
obtained in archaeological excavations has
established that in the 11th and 12th centuries the
most commonly hunted animal was the beaver
(Sabile, Martinsala). On certain Liv sites along the
Daugava (such as Ikskile) it was not so common,
but overall it can be regarded as one of the most
prized fur animals. Other valued forays included
the marten (7.15% of analysed material at Sabile),
bear (up to 10% at Martinsala and 1k3kile), hare
(6-7% at Martinsala and Sabile) and badger (7-
8% at Daugmale). Foxes were less commonly
hunted (only 0.64% at Martinsala). (45, 224-227).

Fishing had a very important role in Liv-



27. attels. MaksSkeréSanas piederumi.

Fig. 27.  Fishing equipment.
/ - RDM 1 2565 ; 2 - RDM | 2566;
3-RDM 12371;4-RDM 12372;5-RDM |
2388; 6 -RDM 12389 Salaspils Martinsala;
7-A 12705: 68 Daugmale

konstatéts, ka zvejoja plauzus, asarus, Iidakas,
vimbas, stores, zandartus, raudas un sapalus
(LVM AA 655). Procentuali daudz atrasti
dazadu izmeru dzelzs makskeraki un Zebérkli.
Zveja izmantoja ari tiklus, par ko liecina
atrastie tiklu gremdi. Par zvejniecibas 1paso
nozimi libieSu saimnieciskaja dzivé liecina ari
atradumi Riga, vecpilsétas teritorija, 12.-14.
gadsimta kultarslanos. Tie ir tiklu pludini, koka
irbuli, akmens gremdi, Zebeérkli, harpdnas,
makskeraki, murdi, koka saiva tiklu au3anai.
Dalai Riga atrasto tiklu pludinu sastopamas
TpaSumzimes. Ta, pieméram, Alksnaja iela no
100 atrastajiem pludiniem 11 ir ar zimém, Peldu
un Udensvada iela no 365 pludiniem ar zimém
ir 27 (25, 78.-79. Ipp.).

Par vienu no saimniecibas palignozarém
uzskatama dravnieciba, kas nodroSinaja ar
medu un vasku. Medus tika lietots gan ka
saldviela, gan ka arstniecibas lidzeklis, vasks -
sveCu lieSanai. Indrika hronika 1199. gada
minéta medus dzériena varisana un dzerSana
Salas un Ikskiles libieSu sapulcé: “...tapéc vini
péc savas paraZas izvarija medalu...” (35, II,
8). Medalus reizé bija gan atspirdzinoss, gan
reibinoSs dzériens. Interesantas ir ari arheo-
logiskajos izrakumos Vecriga iegdtas liecibas
par dravniecibu. Ta, Alberta laukuma
izrakumos 12.-13. gadsimta celtnes vieta
atrasta ar tasim apSata kriju vacele, kas bijusi
pildita ar medus karém. Lidziga neliela kriju
vacele, pildita ar vasku, ieglta atradumos Peldu
un Udensvada ielas stlri (25, 46.-47. Ipp.)*

28. attéls. Priezu mizas pludin$ ar TpaSuma zimi.
(zimejis J. Nikiforovs)

Fig. 28. Pine bark float with ownership mark.
(drawing: J. Nikoforovs)
Riga, Marstalu iela 12/14

populated areas, a consequence of the geographical
location, near rivers. Analysis of fish bone obtained
from Daugmale hillfort has shown that catches
included bream, perch, pike, vimba, sturgeon,
pikeperch, roach and chub (LVM AA 655). There
is a large percentage of various-sized iron hooks
and leisters. Nets were also used for fishing, as
indicated by finds of net-sinkers. The special role
of fishing in Liv economic life is also indicated by
evidence from Riga, from 12th—l4th century
occupation layers in the Old Town. These are net-
floats, wooden rods, stone sinkers, leisters,
harpoons, fishhooks, fish-traps and a wooden
bobbin for net making. A proportion of the net-
floats found in Riga have ownership marks. Thus,
for example, of 100 net-floats found in Alksnaja
Street, 11 have marks, while of 365 floats from
Peldu and Udensvada Streets, 27 have marks (25,
78-79).

Beekeeping can be regarded as an ancillary
economic activity, providing honey and wax. Honey
was used as a sweetener and medicine, while wax
was made into candles. The Chronicle of Henry in
1199 mentions the brewing and drinking of mead
at a meeting of the Livs of Sala and Ik3kile: ‘...s0
they made mead according to their tradition...” (35,
I, 8). Mead was both a refreshing and an
intoxicating drink. Interesting evidence regarding
beekeeping has also been found in archaeological
excavations in Old Riga. Thus, in excavations in
Alberta Square on the site of a 12th—13th century
building, a spruce bark container covered in birch-
bark was found, filled with honeycomb. A similar

find, a small spruce bark container filled with wax,
37



Nozimiga vieta saimnieciskaja dziveé bija amat-
niecibai, un laika gaita vérojama specializéSanas
dazadas amatniecibas nozarés. Viena no
svarigakajam bija melno metalu apstrade.
Lielakajos IibieSu apdzivotajos centros
arheologisko izrakumu laika atsegtas dzelzs
ieguves krasnis. Dzelzi ieguva no vietéjam purva
radam. Kaléjs ar savu darbu nodroSinaja gan ar
ikdiena lietojamiem darbarikiem - naziem,
dzirklém, slimestiem, izkaptim, zirglietam u. c.,
gan ar ierociem. Arheologiskais materials rada
kaléja amata prasmes pilnveidoSanos - bieZi
atrasta gan parasta dzelzs, gan damascéta térauda
priekSmeti. Par kaléja darba rikiem ieskatu sniedz
Doles Rausos atrastais 11. gadsimta kaléja
depozits, kura sastava ir lakta ar kvadratveida
virsmu un nelielu ragu, divas kaléja lokSas, Cetri
atSkiriga izméra veseri, kas paredzéti dazada
lieluma metala priekSmetu apstradei, gars, masivs
caurumsitis, mazaks caurumsitis un veserceérte.
Ar Siem rikiem varéja veikt galvenas melno
metalu apstrades operacijas - plasanu,
sédinasanu, apliekSanu, saliekSanu un iecirsanu
(40, 254. Ipp.). Nereti kaléjs apvienoja melno un
krasaino metalu apstradi - dzelzs priekSmeti tika
rotati ar bronzu, varu, sudrabu vai tika alvoti.

Spriezot péc pilskalnos un kapulaukos
iegatajiem arheologiskajiem atradumiem, liela
nozime bija krasaino metalu apstradei. Pilskalnos
un senpilsétas darbojas liels skaits rotkalu
darbnicu, laika gaita uzlabojas un pilnveidojas
izmantojamie darbariki, vérojama pareja uz masu
produkcijas razoSanu. Rotaslietas parasti gatavoja
no bronzas, nereti - no sudraba; acimredzot tas
bija atkarigs no pasutitaja sociala stavokla. Sena
Doles Rausu ciema rotkala darbnica tika atrastas
18 kg un 7 kg smagas vara plaksnes, kas liecina
par daudzveidiga importéta izejmateriala
izmantoSanu krasaina metala apstradé (56,
127. Ipp.). Bronza tika kauséta mala tigelos, péc
tam lieta veidnés. Analizéjot dzivesvietas iegitas
lejaméas veidnes, var izdalit tris to veidus:
vienreizéjas mala, kas iegdtas, lietojot
izkauséjamu vaska veiduli; divdaligas, kas iegutas,
lietojot pastavigu veiduli; atklatds mala veidnes,
ko lietoja bronzas stieniSu lieSanai (1, 50.-
51. Ipp.). LibieSu dzivesvietas atrastas saméra
daudz lejamas veidnes, kas tika izmantotas
dazadu piekarinu un citu rotu atlieSanai. Krasaino
metalu apstradeé laika gaita mainijas izgatavoSanas
tehnologija - ap 10. gadsimtu lie3ana klast par
sagatavoSanas operaciju kalSanai. LibieSu
dzivesvietu (Daugmale, Martinsala, Talsi, Riga
u. ¢.) arheologiskaja materiala parstaveéti galvenie
rotkalu darbariki - laktas, veseri, citni, viles,
pincetes u. c., atrasti arT sakusu$i sudraba
fragmenti un lejamveidnes alvas podzinu
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was obtained at a site on the corner of Peldu and
Udensvada Streets (25, 46-47).

Crafts played an important economic role,
with specialisation in various crafts developing
over time. One of the most important craft acti-
vities was the working of ferrous metals. In the
course of archaeological excavations at the major
Liv settlement sites, iron-smelting furnaces have
been found. Iron was obtained from local bog
ore. The smith provided everyday utensils such
as knives, shears, drawknives, scythes, horse-
trappings, as well as weapons. Archaeological
evidence reflects the development of the smith’s
craft: artefacts not only of iron, but also of
Damascus steel have been found. The 11th
century smith’s hoard from Doles Rausi
provides a picture of smiting tools. This includes
a square-topped anvil with a small horn, two sets
of tongs, four different sized hammers, used for
working metal artefacts of different sizes, a long,
heavy puncheon, a smaller puncheon and a
hammer-chisel. With these tools one could
perform the main tasks in the working of ferrous
metals: flattening, annealing, bending, folding
and hacking (40, 254). Often, the smith
combined working of ferrous and non-ferrous
metals: iron artefacts were decorated with
bronze, copper or silver, or were tinned.

Judging from archaeological finds at hillforts
and cemeteries, working of non-ferrous metals
was very important. A large number of jewellery
smiting workshops existed at hillforts and proto-
towns. Tools improved and developed over the
course of time, and a transition to mass
production can be observed. Jewellery was
usually made of bronze, often also of silver, and
this was evidently related to the social status of
the customer. At the ancient jewellery smith’s
workshop at Doles Rausi village, copper ingots
weighing 18 kg and 7 kg were found, evidence of
the use of avariety of imported raw materials (56,
127). Bronze was cast in clay crucibles and poured
into moulds. Casting-moulds obtained from
residential sites can be classed into three groups:
temporary clay moulds used with a wax core that
melted, two-part moulds obtained by means of a
re-usable core, and open clay moulds, used to cast
bronze bars (1, 50-51). Quite a large number of
casting moulds have been found at Liv settlement
sites, used for casting pendants and other
ornaments. With time, the technique used in
working non-ferrous metals changed: around the
10th century, casting became a preparatory
operation before beating. Archaeological material
from Liv residential sites (Daugmale, Martinsala,
Talsi, Riga etc.) includes the main jewellery
smiting tools: anvils, hammers, chisels, files,



29. attéls. Lejamveidnes.
Fig. 28.  Casting moulds.

1-A 11971:1164 Daugmale; 2 -A 11431:2293 Talsi; 3 -A 12695:477 Daugmale; 4 -A 11431:1885;

5-A 11431:1184 Talsi

atlieSanai, ar ko parasti rotaja apgérbu. legutais
materials liecina ne vien par bronzas, bet ari
sudraba un alvas apstradi. Vietéjie rotkali bieZi
izgatavoja arT dazadu importéto priekdmetu
atdarindjumus, lai gan parsvara ievéroja vietgjas
tradicijas rotu darinasana.

Daugavas lejteces rajona iedzivotji bija art
vieni no lielakajiem dzintara apstradatajiem,
patérétajiem un eksportéetajiem (47, 111. Ipp.).
Daugmales pilskalna atrasti gan dazadi no
dzintara gatavoti piekarini (cirvisi, krustini,
lunulas), gan dzintara krelles. Par So priekSmetu
izgatavoSanu vietéjas darbnicas liecina
vairakkart atrastie dzintara depoziti un dazadi
pusgatavi dzintara priekSmeti.

Viena no amatniecibas nozarém, kas
nodrosSinaja ar ikdiena nepiecieSamajiem
sadzives priekSmetiem, bija podnieciba. L1dz pat
11. gadsimtam dazadu izméru mala trauki tika
gatavoti ar rokam, ap 11. gadsimtu tika ieviesta
atri rotéjosa podnieku ripa, kas lava izgatavot
kvalitativakus un daudzveidigakus traukus un
aizsakt jaunu - amatniecisko stadiju trauku

pincers etc., and molten fragments of silver have
been found, as well as casting moulds for making
the tin buttons that usually adorned the costume.
Finds shows that not only bronze, but also silver
and tin were worked. Local craftsmen often also
made imitations of various imported artefacts,
though in the main they kept to the local traditions
of jewellery manufacture.

The lower Daugava area was also one of the
major areas for the working, consumption and
export of amber (47, 111). At Daugmale hillfort,
a variety of amber pendants have been found (in
the shape of axes, crosses and crescent moons), as
well as amber beads. That these items were made
in local workshops can be seen from the finds of
several amber hoards and various semi-
manufactured amber artefacts.

One of the craft activities that provided utensils
to serve everyday needs was pottery making. Up
to the 11th century, vessels of various sizes were
formed by hand, but around the 11th century the
fast potter’s wheel began to be introduced,
permitting the manufacture of vessels of superior
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30. attéls. Trauki.
Fig. 30.  Vessels.

1-A 10374:1 Lielvardes parceltuve, 2. kaps; 2 - A 12221:69 Aizraukles LejasZagari, 13. kaps;
3 -A 9974:1 Salaspils Laukskola, 19. kaps; 4 -A 8948:1 Salaspils Laukskola, 7. kaps;5 -RDM 136A53

Turaidas Pateli, 54. kaps

razoSana. Ripas keramikas mala podi bija ar
izteiktu paplaSinajumu vidusdala un S-veida
profiléjumu augsdala. To virsma bija vai nu bez
ornamenta, vai rotata ar paralélam vai likloCu
[inijam un tradicionalu ornamentu - svitru,
likloci, bedriti. Uz atrastajiem traukiem nereti
sastopamas podnieku zimes - visbiezak krusts
aplt vai krustotas Iinijas (Krimuldas Liepenés,
Doles Rausos, Daugmales pilskalna, Laukskola,
Skriveru Palata u. c. atrastie trauki) (28,88. Ipp.).

10.-13. gadsimta libieSu apdzivotajas
teritorijas vérojams ari majamatniecibas
nozares - audumu izgatavo$anas uzplaukums.
Arheologiskie izrakumi ltbieSu dzivesvietas
uzrada plaSu atradumu klastu, kas saistami ar
au$anu un apgérbu gatavo$anu. Tie ir auzamo
stavu atsvari, celi jostu gatavoSanai, kaula, bron-
zas un dzelzs Sujamadatas ar adatu karbinam,
vérpjamo varpstu skriemeli. Salidzinot 10.-13.
gadsimta latgalu, sélu un ItbieSu audumus,
vérojams Iidzigs attistibas ITmenis, tomeér
japiebilst, ka libieSi agrak neka citur (11. gs.)
ieviesuSi amatnieka specialista darbu (trisnisu
trintsa audumi), arT ¢etrnidu trinisa audumiem
kvalitate augstaka, pateicoties izdevigakai
geografiskai situacijai (75).

Tpada nozime libieSu apdzivotajas zemés bija
tirdzniecibai, ko liela méra noteica izdevigais
geografiskais stavoklis pie Daugavas un Gaujas,
kur veidojas nozimigakie tirdzniecibas un
amatniecibas centri. Viena no svarigakajam
tirdzniecibas un satiksmes magistralém
Austrumeiropa bija Daugavas tdenscel$ un pa tas
krastiem ejoSais sauszemes cel$ (47, 101. Ipp.).
Lielakajos ITbieSu apdzivotajos centros un
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quality and greater variety, beginning a new stage
of this activity, that of pottery-making as a craft.
Pottery vessels made on the wheel were markedly
wider in the middle, with an S-shaped profile at
the rim. The surface was either left undecorated
or else ornamented with parallel or zigzag lines
and a traditional ornament consisting of lines,
zigzags and pits. Potters’ marks often occur on
vessels, most commonly a cross within a circle or
crossed lines (vessels from Krimuldas Liepenes,
Doles Raus8i, Daugmale hillfort, Laukskola,
Skriveru Palata etc.) (28, 88).

In the 10th—13th century, such domestic crafts
as weaving also saw further development.
Archaeological excavations at Liv settlement sites
have revealed a wide range of finds connected with
weaving and costume manufacture. These include
warp-weights for vertical looms, tablets for
weaving bands, as well as bone, bronze and iron
sewing needles with needle-cases, and spindle
whorls. Comparison between Latgallian, Selonian
and Liv fabrics shows a similar level of
development, but it may be noted that among the
Livs, manufactures by specialist artisans (2/1 twill
fabrics) appear earlier than elsewhere (in the 11th
century), and the quality of 2/2 twill fabrics also
improved, owing to the advantageous geographical
situation (75).

Trade had a special role within the Liv lands,
mainly a consequence of the advantageous
geographical situation along the lower courses of
the rivers Daugava and Gauja, where the most
important trading and crafts centres developed. One
of the most important trade and traffic routes in
Eastern Europe was the Daugava waterway and the



kapulaukos iegutie importétie priekSmeti liecina
par tirdznieciskajiem sakariem gan ar
Skandinavijas, gan Austrumeiropas zemém. Par
tirdzniecibas TpaSo nozimi saimnieciskaja dzivé
liecina arT lielais atrasto monétu skaits un tirgotaju
vietas atrasts vislielakais skaits monétu un ari
lielakie 10.-12. gadsimta monétu depoziti -
Aizkraukle, Daugmalé un Salaspils Laukskola (13,
119. Ipp.). Netiesi Sie sudraba uzkrajumi liecina
par visparéjo lihieSu sabiedribas particibas limeni.
Tiek uzskatits, ka 10. gadsimta otraja puse
Latvijas teritorija paradijas pirmie vietéjie tirgotaji.
Par tirdzniecisko sakaru paplaSinasanos liecina
ari pieaugosais atrasto importéto priekSmetu
skaits. Ta, Salaspils Laukskolas kapulaukd 10-
11. gadsimta apbedijumos no Skandinavijas
importéto rotu skaits iegtts 9% kapu, bet 11-
12. gadsimta jau 70% (54, 143. Ipp.). Pilskalnos
atrastas bronzas svarinu detalas un atsvarini, ka
art apbedijumi, kuros tie atrasti, liecina, ka
tirdznieciba klust par atsevisku saimniecibas
nozari. Lielaka dala tirgotaju apbedijumu
datéjami ar 11.-12. gadsimtu, parasti svarini un
atsvarini atrasti virieSu un zénu apbedijumos lidz
ar tradicionalajam rotam un ieroCiem. Bagatigas
kapu piedevas minétajos apbedijumos liecina par
tirgotaju piederibu diZciltigam, materiali
nodroSinatam sabiedribas virsslanim. To rada ari
plasi parstavétie aizsardzibai nepiecieSamie ieroi,
kas nereti ir 1paSi grezni un dargi, - Sképi ar
sudraba rotajumu, zobens ar damascéta térauda

road that ran along its bank (47, 101). Imported
artefacts found at the major Liv-inhabited centres
and their cemeteries indicate trading contacts with
Scandinavia and the lands of Eastern Europe. Also
indicative of the important place of trade in the
economy is the large number of coins and
characteristic grave-goods of merchants. It is in the
Liv areas that the largest number of coins have been
found and also the largest 10th—12th century coin
hoards, at Aizkraukle, Daugmale and Salaspils
Laukskola (13,119). These silver reserves indirectly
testify general level of welfare in the Liv society. It
is considered that in the second half of the 10th
century the first merchants appeared among the
local population of the territory of Latvia. The
development of trading contacts is also indicated
by an increased number of imported artefacts. Thus,
among 10th—11th century burials at Salaspils
Laukskola cemetery, 9% have ornaments imported
from Scandinavia, while for the 11th—12th century
this figure rises to 70% (54, 143). Components of
bronze scales and weights from hillforts, as well as
burials with these items show that trade were
becoming a separate occupation. Most merchant
burials date from the 11th and 12th centuries, scales
and weights usually being placed in the graves of
men and boys along with the traditional ornaments
and weapons. The rich grave inventories in these
cases show that the merchants belonged to a high-
ranking, materially independent upper social
stratum. This is also seen from the widespread
weaponry, often very ornate and expensive: spears

31. attéls. Aizkraukles pilskalna sudrablietu depozits in situ. (V. Urtana foto)

Fig. 31.

Silver hoard at Aizkraukle hillfort in situ. (Photo: V. Urtans)
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ierakstu, krasoti vairogi, jatnieka piederumi, kas
liecina art par to 1paSnieku dzivesveidu. Tirgotaju
apbedijumos parstavéti art daudz ievestie vai péc
to parauga darinatie priekSmeti, kas norada uz
taliem sakariem, galvenokart ar Skandinaviju (76,
103. Ipp.)- Rosiga tirdzniecibas dzive veicinaja
libieSu kultdras uzplaukumu 10.-13. gadsimta.

RELIGISKIE PRIEKSSTATI UN
TICEJUMI

LibieSu religiskie priek$sati un ticéjumi
atspogulojas gan ieghtaja arheologiskaja
materiala, gan viena no nozimigakajiem
rakstitajiem avotiem - Livonijas Indrika hronika.

Nozimiga loma libieSu pasaules uzskata
skaidroSana ir apbedisanas tradicijam, kur liela
uzmaniba pievéersta ugunsritiem - ogles atrastas
gan kapos, gan tiem lidzas kurinatos sartos,
turklat ugunskura vietds atrasti ari dazadi
ziedojumi - mala trauku lauskas, bronzas
zvargulisi, dzivnieku kauli, jo ugunskuros tika
sadedzinatas miruSajam piederoSas lietas.
lespéjams, ka ugunsritu merkis bija attirit zemi
no launu spéku ietekmes. Ar ritualiem saistrti
ari daudzie olu ziedojumi apbedijumos. Ola ir
dzivibas simbols - somugru mitologija no piles
olas célusies zeme un dziviba uz tas. Savdabiga
tradicija saistama ar dzivnieku upuréSanu - suna
vai ta galvas novietoSanu miruSajam pie kajam.
Sts tradicijas Tsta nozime nav skaidra, bet
pielaujama lidziba ar suna lomu, kada tam
ieradita grieku mitologija, kur suns tiek uz-
skatits par miruso dvéselu pavadoni un sargu
miruso valstiba.

Ziedojumi sastopami ne tikai kapos, bet ar1
celtnés. Latvija sendkie zem celtném gulditie
ziedojumi atrasti Talsu un Daugmales pilskalnos
un IibieSu apmetnés Daugavas lejtecé, arT Riga.
Péc latvieSu tautas ticéjumiem celtnes pamati
janodroSina pret visu launo, kas varétu kaitét
majai un tas iedzivotajiem. Analizéjot celtnu
ziedojumus, tiek izdaliti vairaki to veidi:
priekSmetu ziedojumi, dzivnieku galvaskausi un
to dalas, veselu dzivnieku ziedojumi, cilvéku
ziedojumi (19,19. Ipp.). Tie atklati gan zem éku
pamatiem, gan atseviskam celtném. Ta, Salaspils
Laukskola zem atsegtas krasns pamatiem tika
atklats ziedojums - mala trauka lauskas un
senlietas (74,86. lpp.). Rigas 12. gadsimta ciemu
ekas atrasti ziedojumam likti priezu mizas tiklu
pludini, koka rituala ndjinas ar iegrieztu stilizétu
cilvéka galvu un bronzas kaklarinkis (19,
22. lpp.). Pie dzivnieku un to dalu ziedojumiem
pieskaitami Riga atrastie zirgu, retak govju
galvaskausi un aza ragi. Riga atrasti ari veselu
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with silver decoration, a sword of Damascus steel
with an inscription, painted shields, and horse-
trappings, also reflecting the lifestyle of the users.
Burials of merchants also have many imported
artefacts or copies of imports, indicating distant
contacts, mainly with Scandinavia (76, 103). These
active trading contacts to a large degree formed the
uniqgue character of Liv culture and stimulated its
development in the 10th—13th century.

RELIGIOUS IDEAS AND
BELIEFS

The religious ideas and beliefs held by the Livs
are reflected in archaeological material and in one
of the most important written sources - the
Chronicle of Henry of Livonia.

Very important for interpreting the world-view
of the Livs are their burial practices, in which rites
involving fire play an important role. Charcoal is
found in graves and in the fires that were lit beside
them, and fireplaces also contain remains of various
offerings: potsherds, bronze tinklers and animal
bones. The belongings of the deceased were burnt
in the fire. Possibly, the aim of these fire rituals
was to purify the earth from the effect of evil forces.
Also connected with rituals are the many offerings
of eggs found with burials. The egg is a symbol of
life: in Finno-Ugric mythology the earth and earthly
life developed from a duck’s egg. There was an
unusual tradition of animal sacrifice: a dog or a
dog’s head was placed at the feet of the deceased.
The precise meaning of this tradition is not clear,
but a parallel with the role of the dog in Greek
mythology may be suggested, where the dog is
considered the companion of the souls of the dead
and their protector in the land of the dead.

Sacrifices occur not only in cemeteries, but also
under buildings. The earliest foundation offerings
found in Latvia are from Talsi and Daugmale
hillforts and the Liv settlements of the lower
Daugava, including Riga. According to Latvian folk
beliefs, the foundations of a building had to be
protected against all evil that might befall the house
and its inhabitants. Foundation offerings have been
analysed into several forms: offerings of artefacts,
whole or partial animal skulls, sacrifices of whole
animals, and human sacrifices (19,19). These have
been found under building foundations and under
particular buildings. Thus, at Salaspils Laukskola,
an offering was found, under the foundations of a
stove, consisting of potsherds and artefacts (74,
86). Offerings under the houses of the 12th century
villages on the site of Riga include pine bark net-
floats, ritual wooden sticks with a carved human
head, and a bronze neck-ring (19, 22). Offerings



32. attéls. Zirga galvas ziedojums zem vartu torna Talsu pilskalna. (A. Karnupa foto)

Fig. 32.

dzivnieku ziedojumi, tostarp govs skelets zem
13. gadsimta graudu noliktavas (19, 22. Ipp.),
vesela dzivnieka ziedojums konstatéts art
Martinsala, savukart Daugmales senpilséta zem
vartu torna bija likts cilvéka galvaskausa
fragments.

ipada loma libieSu ticéjumos bija cilvéku
figlram, pie kuram pieskaitami Cetri koka griezti
cilvéku téli, kas atrasti arheologiskajos izrakumos
Riga. Vel 19. gadsimta pie lielcela starp Salaspili
un Ik3kili atrasta no iesarkana, stkgraudaina
granita veidota cilvéka galva ar izteiktiem
vaibstiem un reljefu seju; Iidzigs atradums
konstatéts ari Martinsala ziedojumu vietas
tuvuma (64,106. Ipp.). Sie téli varétu bat saistami
ar majas garu, elku, demonu attélojumu vai
totémiem, biezi tos uzskata par lidzi nésajamiem
dievu téliem vai amuletiem.

Liela dala arheologiskajos izrakumos ieguto
priekSmetu liecina par zemkopju ideologijas
izpausmém, kas galvenokart sastopamas tiesi
ornamentikd. Geometriska raksta galvenas
iezimes — aplis un trisstdris, ka arT augu
ornaments, kas no visam Baltijas tautam
materiala, saistams ar zemkopju un lopkopju
tautam raksturiga zemes un debesu kulta
izplatiSanos, ko pavada auglibas magija (78,

5.-6. Ipp.)

Sacrifice of a horse-head under the gate tower of Talsi hillfort. (Photo: A. Karnups)

of animals and animal parts include horse skulls,
less commonly cow skulls and goats’ horns.
Sacrifices of whole animals have also been found
in Riga, including that of a cow under a 13th
century granary (19, 22), and a whole animal has
been found at Martinsala too. Part of a human
skull had been placed under a gate-tower of
Daugmale proto-town.

Human figures had a particular role in Liv
beliefs. These include four wooden figures carved
in wood, found in archaeological excavations in
Riga. In the 19th century a human head carved in
reddish, fine-grained granite was found near the
highway between Salaspils and IkSkile, having
expressive facial features carved in relief. A similar
piece has been found near the offering place at
Martinsala (64, 106). These figures may be
connected with household spirits, idols, demons
or totems, and often they are regarded as amulets
or portative representations of deities.

A large proportion of artefacts obtained in
archaeological excavations reflect expressions of
a farming ideology, which mainly can be seen in
ornamentation. The main elements of the
geometric ornament: the circle and triangle, as well
as the floral ornamentation which, among all the
peoples of the Baltic, is most characteristic of Liv
archaeological material, may be connected with the
spread of the earth and sky cult characteristic of
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LTbieSu dzivesvietas un kapulaukos atrastas
rotaslietas rada gan minétos ornamenta motivus,
gan sava laika kulta tradicijas. TpaSi daudzveidigi
ir atrastie piekarini. Kop$ 10. gadsimta
raksturigakie no tiem ir zoomorfie piekarini.
SievieSu kapos atrastas dzivnieku figrinas un
putnveida piekarini uzskatami par amuletiem ar
ritudlu nozimi, kas Itbisko iedzivotaju vida
saglabajas lidz pat 15. gadsimtam.

Izplatiti bija zirdzinveida piekarini. Zirgam
ITbieSu ticéjumos bija TpaSa nozime. Péc
ticejumiem zirgam piemit nakotnes parega un
liktenléméja loma. Indrika hronika, runajot par
notikumiem Turaida 1191. gada, aprakstits rituals,
kad zirgam vajadzéja kapt pari zemé noliktam
Sképam. Ta ka zirgs pirmo par Sképu lika “dzivibas
leméja kaju”, tika saglabata brala Teoderiha
dziviba (35,1, 10). Turklat zirgs ticéjumos saistits
art ar sauli, kas zemkopju tautam nodroSina
labklajtbu un auglibu, tapéc tas tik biezi redzams
atrastajas sievieSu rotas (73, 251. Ipp.).

Liels skaits atrasto piekarinu attélo dazadus
putnus, kas veidoti gan viena plaksné, gan plastiski
un biezi rotati ar geometriska ornamenta motiviem.
Udensputna kultam ir loti senas tradicijas. Baltijas
somu tautam tas vérojams jau neolita laikmeta

33. attéls. Piekarini-amuleti.

Fig. 33.  Amulet pendants.
1 -A 564 Vecgulbenes Dumpi; 2 - A 4656
IkSkiles baznica, 52. kaps; 3 -RDM 11785
Ikskile; 4 - RDM 1 2610; 5 - RDM | 2338
Salaspils Martinsala
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farming peoples, accompanied by fertility magic
(78, 5-6).

Ornaments from Liv settlements and cemeteries
reflect the decorative motifs already mentioned,
aswell as the cult traditions of the time. Particularly
diverse are finds of pendants. From the 10th
century, the most characteristic are zoomorphic
pendants. Animal figurines and bird pendants
found in female graves can be regarded as amulets
of ritual significance, used among the Livs right
up to the 15th century.

A widespread form is that of the horse pendant.
The horse had a special role in Liv beliefs: it had a
role of prophesying and deciding fate. The
Chronicle of Henry, describing events in Turaida
in 1191, describes a ritual where a horse must step
across a spear laid on the ground. Since the horse
first stepped across the spear with the ‘life-giving
foot,” the life of the monk Theodericus was spared
(35,1,10). The horse is also connected with beliefs
concerning the sun, ensuring welfare and fertility
for farming peoples, and maybe for this reason is
represented among women’s ornaments (73, 251).

A large number of pendants depict various
birds, shown in outline or in the round, and often
adorned with geometric designs. The water-bird

34. attéls. Zoomorfie piekarini.

Fig. 34.  Zoomorphic pendants.
1 -A 9964:6722; 2 - A 9964:2916; 3 - A
9964:4390; 4 - A 12695:358; 5 - A 12900:140
Daugmale; 6 - RDM 1 2229° IkSkiles Kabeles
32.kaps; 7-A 11971:1954 Daugmale



maksla, savukart Vidus-
pievolgas apgabalu somu
ciltim tas raksturigs m. €. 1
un 2. gadsimta (73,251. Ipp.)
un velak.

Arheologiskaja mate- A\ 4

riala parstaveti ari piekarini
ar govs, aza vai vérsa
atveidojumu, kas liecina
par S0 dzivnieku kulta
pastavéSanu. Daugmales
pilskalna atrasta bronzas
lejamveidne apala pieka-
rina ar vérSa galvu atlie-
Sanai. Interesanti ir arl
stilizétie divgalvaino putnu
un dzivnieku piekarini,
kuru figaram, tapat ka
Jumim latvieSu mitologija,
vajadzeja pastiprinat to
ritualo nozimi (73, 251.
Ipp.). Pie zoomorfajiem
piekariniem badtu japie-
skaita art ar tiem saistitie
dzivnieka zobu piekarini,
kas parasti sastopami sievieSu apbedijumu
inventara - vishiezak tie ir 1a¢a zobu un bebra
kaulinu piekarini, iestiprinati bronzas apkaluma
un vazina.

LtbieSu kapulaukos atrasts liels skaits
dazadu no dzintara darinato piekarinu - tie
sastopami gandriz katra virieSu apbedijuma.
Dzintaru déveé par “saules akmeni”, senie grieki
uzskatija, ka tas célies no saules. Ticéjumos
dzintaram parasti piedévé veiksmes
nodroSinataja un sargataja lomu.

Runajot par piekariniem, bdtu jamin ari
dazadu sadzives priekSmetu atveidojumi -
bronzas cirvisi, duncisi, karotites, atsléegas.
Cirvji péc formas parasti atgadina dzelzs
platasmens kaujas cirvjus, sastopami ari
divasmenu cirvisi, iespéjams, tiem bijusi lidziga
funkcija ka ziemelgermanu Tora amuram -
lidzigi dieva Pérkona atribatam (78, 8. Ipp.).

LibieSu plaSie kontakti ar kaiminu tautam
atspogulojas ari atrasto piekarinu materiala. Latvija
zinami 27 ta saucamas RjurikoviCu cilts zimes
piekarini, no kuriem 26 nak no libieSu apdzivotas
teritorijas un uz tiem attélots skandinavu izcelsmes
Krievijas knazu trijzuburis. lespéjams, ka $adi
piekarini bijusi libieSu valdoSo dzimtu atSkiribas
Zime sievietém laikposma no 11. gadsimta beigam
Itldz 13. gadsimta sakumam (43, 80. Ipp.).
lespéjams, lidziga nozime bijusi brunoto jatnieku
figrinam, kadas zinamas no atradumiem
Daugmalé (2) un Laukskola (1). 12. gadsimta

Fig. 35

253 Daugmale

35. attéls. Piekarini-amuleti.
Amulet pendants.
1-A 12695:429; 2 -A 12817:171; 3 -A
12826:295; 4 -A 11971:1430 Daugmale; 5
-RDM 11293Aizkraukle; 6 -A 12600:39; 7 ting are the stylised bird
-A 12600: 61;: 8 -A 12777:2; 9 -A 12695:

cult has very ancient
roots, and already is

n found in the Neolithic art
of Finnic peoples, also
n characteristic of the

Finnic groups inhabiting
the Middle Volga area in
the 1st and 2nd centuries
AD (73, 251) and later.

The archaeological
material also includes
pendants with cow, billy-
goat or bull representa-
tions, testifying to the
existence of cults connec-
ted with these animals. At
Daugmale hillfort, a
bronze casting mould has
been found for casting
round pendants with a
bull’s head. Also interes-

and animal pendants with
two heads. Like the Jumis
figure in Latvian mytho-
logy, this may have increased their ritual potency (73,
251). Among animal pendants we should also include
animal tooth pendants, usually found in the
inventories of female graves. Most commonly these
are pendants of bear teeth and beaver bones, attached
to a bronze fitting and chain.

Liv cemeteries have produced a large number
of amber pendants, which occur in almost all
male burials. Amber is usually described as the
‘sun stone’, and the ancient Greeks considered
that it came from the sun. Beliefs usually
attribute to amber the role of ensuring luck and
protection.

Among pendants we should also mention
representations of various everyday utensils:
bronze axes, daggers, spoons and keys. The form
of axes is usually reminiscent of iron broad-bladed
battle-axes. There are also double-bladed axes,
possibly with a similar function to the Thor’s
hammer of the Northern Germanic peoples and
the same attribute of the god Pérkons (78, 8).

The Livs’ wide contacts with neighbouring
peoples are also reflected in the range of pendants.
In Latvia, 27 so-called Ryurikovich tribal insignia
pendants are known, 26 of them coming from the
Liv-inhabited area. These depict the trident,
symbol of the Russian princes of Scandinavian
origin. Possibly, these pendants were a
distinguishing mark for ruling Liv families from
the late 11th to the early 13th century (43, 80).
Possibly, figurines of armed riders, known from
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[TbieSu vidé izplatas daudz kristietibas atribatu:
krustini, emaljétas mala Lieldienu olas u. c., kas
nésati kopa ar paganiskajiem amuletiem.
LibieSiem ilgstosSi saglabajas paganiskas
tradicijas. Vél viduslaikos tika nesti upuri uz
Tpasam svétam alam, péc kuru izvietojuma
Latvijas ziemelu dala var secinat, ka tas savu
dievu pieltgSanai izmantoja Baltijas somi -
ITbiesi, vendi un igauni. Svétupes upurala ir
arheologiski pétita - taja kopuma atrastas 628
14.-19. gadsimta moneétas, sikas rotas,
apgérba piederumi, holandieSu pipju katu
fragmenti. Upuralas kultarslant bija
saglabajusas art olu ¢aumalas, kas bija viens
no izplatitakajiem ziedojuma veidiem. Ala
atklati seni uzraksti un ziméjumi, tostarp
astoni krusti un jumja zime. Libie3u upurala
minéta vél 17.-18. gadsimta baznicas
vizitacijas protokolos (65, 79. Ipp.).

LTBIESU DZIVESVIETAS.
RIGAS LIBIESI

LibieSu apdzivotaja teritorija ir zinami vairaki
desmiti nenocietinatu apmetnu - ciemu un
pilskalnu. LibieSu pilskalni vienmeér ierikoti stavos
upju krastos, ar sangravam norobezotas vietas,
bijusi dabigi labi aizsargati. Papildus maksligi
izveidoti valni, gravji un pastavinatas nogazes.

36. attéls. Aizkraukles pilskalns. (V. Urtana foto)
Fig. 36.  Aizkraukle hillfort. (Photo: V. Urtans)
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finds at Daugmale (2) and Laukskola (1), had a
similar meaning. Widespread among the Livs in
the 12th century were various Christian signs, such
as crosses, enamel Easter eggs etc., worn together
with pagan amulets.

Pagan traditions continued for a long time. Even
in the Middle Ages, offerings were left in special
sacred caves. The distribution of these caves in
northern Latvia suggests that they were used for
worship by the Finnic peoples: the Livs, Vends and
Estonians. A cave on the River Svétupe where
offerings were made has been archaeologically
excavated, producing 628 coins from the 14th—19th
century, small ornaments, parts of clothing and stem
fragments of clay pipes. The cultural layer in the cave
contained preserved eggshell, eggs being one of the
most widespread forms of offering. Ancient
inscriptions and drawings have been found in the cave,
including eight crosses and aJumis sign. The Liv cave
where offerings were made is mentioned in the records
of 17th and 18th century church inspections (65,79).

LIV SETTLEMENTS.
THE RIGA LIVS

Several tens of unfortified settlement sites or
villages and hillforts are known from the Liv-
inhabited area. Liv hillforts were always erected on
steep riverbanks, cut off by ravines, with good



Tikai dala pilskalnu ir izdariti arheologiskie
izrakumi vai ka savrupatradumi iegdtas ripas
keramikas lauskas, kas liecina par to apdzivotibu
vélaja dzelzs laikmeta. Vairums pilskalnu ka
novadu centri ir minéti ari rakstitajos avotos.
Daugavas libieSu teritorija plasaki izrakumi ir
veikti Daugmales, Salaspils un Aizkraukles
pilskalnos, savukart Gaujas libieSu zemés -
Turaidas pilskalna. Ziemelkurzemé Talsu pilskalna
arheologisko izrakumu apak$géjos slanos iegits
vendiem raksturigs materials.

leskatu par IthieSu pilskalnu nocietinajumiem
dod pétijumi Turaidas pilskalna. (30, 11.-
13. Ipp.). lzrakumos tika konstatéts, ka pils
aizsargsistémas pamats bijis zemju valnis un
stabos balstita gulkoku séta. Ap 4-5 m plata un
1,5-2 m augsta valna paliekas tika konstatétas
austrumu nogazé. Dienvidu priekSpils
dienvidaustrumu dala, kur sakotnéji kalna reljefa
bijusi neliela ieplaka, valna kodola bijusas gulbaves
tehnika veidotas koka kameras. Rietumu nogazé
tika konstatéts, ka gulkoku sétu balstoSie
vertikalie balki bijusi I1dz 0,3 m diametra un ierakti
0,6-0,8 m dzilas bedrés. Pilskalna nogazes
padaritas stavakas ar zemju uzbérumiem, kuru
nostiprinaSanai likti vairakkartéji koku klasti. Péc
Turaidas pilskalna konstatétajam koka celtnu
paliekam noskaidrots (30, 11.-13. Ipp.), ka tas
bijusas celtas gulblves tehnika ar krusta pakSiem
un izvietotas aizsargsienu tuvuma. To izméri: 4-
4,5 x 5-5,5 m. Visam celtném bijusi grida, kas
veidota, noliekot blivi apalkokus vai pléstu koku
puses novietojot ar plakano pusi uz augsu. Ekas
apsilditas ar akmenu krasnim.

Daudz plaSak ir pétiti Daugavas libieSu
ciemi - Laukskola, Rausi, Ikskile, Martinsala
u. ¢. Par lbieSu ciemu planojumu var spriest
péc izrakumiem Salaspils Laukskolas IibieSu
ciemu teritorija. Ka liecina izrakumi, gar
Daugavas krastu apméram 1 km garuma stiepas
divi 4-5 ha lieli ciemi, starp kuriem apméram
300 m garu joslu aiznéma 6 ha plass kapulauks.
Celtnes ciemu vietas bijuSas izvietotas 6-7
grupas ar 8-10 m atstatumu starp tam pa
apméram 50 ciesi Iidzas novietotam ékam. Ekas
izvietotas paralélas rindas gar ielam, kas
situétas slipi pret upi (72, 83. Ipp.). Ap
dzivojamam ékam izvietotas saimniecibas
bedres. Dzivojamas celtnes ciemu vietas bija
Iidz 50 cm iedzilinatas zemé. To iedzilinatas
dalas aiznéma 2-4 x 3-6 m, tajas atradas
pavards, dazas —bedre-pagrabs, retak akmenu
krasns (72, 82.-83. Ipp.).

DaZiem IibieSu ciemiem (Martinsala,
Salaspils) ir bijusi nocietinajumi (40, 193. Ipp.).
Martinsalas dienvidaustrumu dala konstatéts
pret Daugavu orientéts nocietinajums - valn-

natural protection. This was supplemented with
artificial banks, ditches and steepened slopes. Only
a few hillforts have been archaeologically excavated
or have provided stray finds of wheel-made pottery,
indicating that they were occupied in the Late Iron
Age. Most of these are also mentioned as district
centres in written sources. In the lands of the
Daugava Livs, large-scale excavation has been
conducted at the hillforts of Daugmale, Salaspils
and Aizkraukle, and on Turaida hillfort in the land
of the Gauja Livs. Material characteristic of the
Vends has been found in excavations of the lower
layers of Talsi hillfort in northern Kurzeme.

An insight into the defences of Liv hillforts has
been obtained from excavations at Turaida hillfort
(30, 11-13). It was found that the system of
fortifications was based on an earthen rampart and a
wall of horizontal logs supported with posts. The
remains of the rampart, about 4-5 m wide and 1.5-
2 m high, were found on the eastern slope. In the
south-eastern part of the southern outer bailey, where
there was originally a small depression in the relief of
the hill, the core of the earthen bank consisted of
wooden chambers. On the western slope it was found
that the vertical posts supporting the wall of horizontal
logs were up to 0.3 m in diameter, dug into 0.6-0.8
mdeep pits. The slopes of the hillfort were steepened
with earthworks, reinforced with several spreads of
logs. From the remains of wooden buildings on
Turaida hillfort it has been established that these were
log-built structures measuring 4-4.5x5-5.5 m,
having cornerjoints with projecting log ends, arranged
along the defensive wall (30,11-13). All the buildings
had floors of closely spaced roundwood or half-round
split logs placed with the flat surface upwards. The
houses were heated by means of stoves of piled stones.

Much more research has been done on the
Daugava Liv villages - Laukskola, Rausi, Ikskile,
Martinsala etc. The plan of the Liv villages has been
established from excavations in the territory of
Salaspils Laukskola Liv villages. As shown by
excavations along the bank of the Daugava, two
villages of 4-5 ha covered a stretch of about 1 km,
between which a cemetery of 6 ha stretched for
about 300 m. Within the villages, the buildings were
arranged in six or seven groups, spaced 8-10 m
apart, with about 50 closely spaced buildings in each
group. The houses were arranged in parallel rows
along streets that were laid out at an oblique angle
to the river (72, 83). Storage pits were arranged
around the houses. The houses in the villages were
in hollows up to 50 cm deep. The semi-subterranean
parts of the houses occupied 2-4x3-6 m, and
contained a hearth, sometimes also a pit-cellar, less
commonly a stove of piled stones (72, 82-83).

Some Liv centres (Martinsala, Salaspils) were
fortified (40, 193). In the southern part of
a7



veida 3 m plats un 1 m augsts zemes uzbérums.
No dienvidu puses salas paaugstinato dalu
aizsargajusi 2,5-3 m plata apdzivota stabu
konstrukcijas aizsardzibas zona, kas sakritusi ar
seno Daugavas krasta liniju.

Ziemelkurzemes dzivesvietds (Talsu
pilskalns, Sabiles senpilséta) atrastas iedzi-
linatas celtnes ar atklatiem pavardiem ir |oti
ITdzigas Daugavas IthieSu piemineklos
konstatétajam.

Vieni no Rigas pirmiedzivotajiem Dbijusi
IThieSi. Péc A. Caunes domam, Rigas libieSu
novada varbatéja teritorija pletas ziemelos no
Rigas jaras lica Daugavas abos krastos,
rietumos - no Lielupes grivas lidz tas kreisas
pietekas lecavas grivai, dienvidos - pa
lecavas upi un tas kreiso pieteku Misu,
austrumos - Juglas ezera un KiSezera rajona.
lespéjama robeZa ar Salaspils libieSiem gaja
gar Rumbulas kracém (24, 8. Ipp.). Rigas
IibieSu pilsétveida apmetne atradas Daugavas
labaja krasta, apméram 10 km no jaras,
tagadéjas vecpilsétas teritorija. To veidoja divi
ItbieSu ciemi, divi kapulauki un pilskalns -
Indrika hronikd minétais Senais kalns -
“Mons Antiguus”(35, VII, 5; VIII, 1; XI, 4;
X1V, 5). Sis Vendu pilskalns, péc vairakuma
petnieku domam, 17. gadsimta atradies
noraktd Kubes kalna vietd, apméram 1 km
attaluma no libieSu ciemiem, tagadéjas
Esplanades rajona (18, 25.-26. Ipp.). Katra
Rigas IthieSu ciema teritorija bijusi ne vairak
ka 3 ha. Pirmais ciems Daugavas krasta
aiznéma apméram 300 m garu un 100 m platu
joslu, sakot no Rigas upes ietekas Daugava
pie tagadéjas Marstalu ielas, un robeZojas ar
tagadéjo Ratslaukumu. Otrs ciems atradas
pretéja pussalas pusé Rigas upes krasta
apméram 200 x 150 m lielad teritorija,
tagadéja Alberta un Vecpilsétas laukuma
apkartné. Rigas apmetnes divu ciemu
pastavédana liela méra skaidrojama ar tas
jaukto etnisko sastavu. Vendiem raksturigas
senlietas galvenokart sastopamas Daugavas
piekrastes ciema teritorija. Otru Rigas upes
ciemu apdzivojudi Daugavas libieSi. Starp
abiem ciemiem atradusies ap 200 m plata
neapbuvéta josla (22, 7.-13. |lpp.).
Acimredzot katra ciema iedzivotaji savus
mirudos apbedija atseviska kapulauka. Rigas
upes libieSu ciema kapulauks atradas tagadéja
Ratslaukuma un Kungu ielas rajona (23, 32.-
36. lpp.), bet otrs - Doma baznicas apkartneé
(20, 104. Ipp., 112. Ipp.; 24, 9. Ipp.).

Rigas libieSu apmetnes apdzivotibas sakumi
mekléjami 10.—11. gadsimta, par ko liecina
dazas ar S0 laiku datéjamas senlietas, bet
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Martinsala Island a fortification facing the Daugava
was found, consisting of a 3 m wide and 1 m high
earthwork resembling a rampart. From the
southern side a 2.5-3 m wide inhabited post-built
defensive zone, coinciding with the ancient bank
of the River Daugava, protected the higher part
of the island.

The semi-subterranean buildings with open
hearths on the residential sites of northern
Kurzeme (Talsi hillfort, Sabile proto-town) are
very similar to those found at sites on the
Daugava.

The Livs were among the indigenous
inhabitants of Riga. In the opinion of A. Caune,
the district of the Riga Livs may have stretched
to the shore of the Gulf of Riga in the north along
both banks of the Daugava, from the mouth of
the Lielupe River to the mouth of its left
tributary, the lecava River, in the west, along the
lecava River and its left tributary the Misa River
in the south, and along Lakes Jugla and Kisezers
in the east. The boundary with the Livs of Salas-
pils may have been at the Rumbula rapids on
Daugava (24, 8). The town-like settlement of the
Riga Livs was on the right bank of the Daugava
about 10 km from the sea, in the area of the
present Old Town. This consisted of two Liv
villages and a hillfort, mentioned as the Ancient
Hill {Mons Antiquus) in the Chronicle of Henry
(35, VII, 5; VIII, 1; X1, 4; XIV, 5). This hillfort
of the Vends is though to have been located at
Kubes kalns, flattened in the 17th century, about
1km from the Liv villages in the present territory
of the Esplanade (18, 25-26). Neither of the Liv
villages covered more than 3 ha. One village, on
the bank of the Daugava, occupied an appro-
ximately 300 m long and 100 m wide belt, starting
from the outfall of the River Ridzene, where Mar-
stalu Street now lies, up to the present Town
Square. The other village was on the opposite side
of the interfluve on the bank of the River Riga,
occupying an area of about 200 x 150 m in the area
of the present Alberta and Vecpilsétas Squares.
The existence of two villages at Riga can largely
be explained in terms of mixed ethnic composition.
Artefacts characteristic of the Vends are mostly
found in the area of the village on the bank of the
Daugava. Daugava Livs inhabited the other village,
on the River Riga. Between the two villages there
was a belt of open land, about 200 m wide (22, 7-
13). Evidently, the inhabitants of each village
buried their dead in their own cemetery. The
cemetery of the Liv village on the River Riga was
located in the area of the present Town Square and
Kungu Street (23, 32-36), the other being near
the present Dom Church (20, 104, 112; 24, 9).

The beginnings of habitation at the settlement



neparprotams 11. gadsimta kultarslanis ar
celtniecibas liecibam nav konstatéts neviena
izrakumu vieta (21, 7.-11. Ipp.). 12. gadsimta
kultQrslani atsegti abas ciemu vietas. Tajas
konstatéti ielu koku klasti, nodegusSu koka
dzivojamo un saimniecibas eku paliekas,
ziedojumi zem celtnu pamatiem, liecibas par
dzelzs ieguvi. Arheologiskais materials sniedz
zinas art par Rigas libieSu nodarbosanos -
metala, koka, dzintara un kaula apstradi,
zvejniecibu, dravniecibu un lopkopibu. Tpasa
nozime bijusi zvejniecibai, jo ar zvejniecibu
saistitie materiali ir atrasti arT tajas sétas, kur
dzivoju$i amatnieki. Starp atradumiem relativi
daudz senlietu ir no senas Krievzemes un
Rietumeiropas.

Jau apmetnes pastavéSanas senakaja posma
nelield skaita atrastas kursu, zemgalu, latgalu
un sélu senlietas liecina par So tautibu klat-
batni pirmsvacu Riga. LibieSu lielie zaudéjumi
13. gadsimta krusta karos, Rigas pilsétas
iedzivotaju daudznacionalais sastavs, ko
pastiprindja baltu ciltim piederigu iedzivotaju
piepladums, veicinaja Rigas IThieSu pakapenis-
ku asimilaciju. Vél 14. gadsimta Rigas pilsétas
kancelejas gramatas sastop ierakstitus ltbieSu
vardus, bet 17. gadsimta vini ir jau asimiléju-
Sies (24, 9.-10. Ipp.).

of Riga date from the 10th—11th century, as
indicated by various artefacts from this period, but
no definite 11th century cultural layer with
structural remains has been found in any
excavation site (21, 7-11). 12th century layers
have been found at both village sites. These
contained road coverings of wooden logs, remains
of burnt wooden houses and outbuildings,
foundation offerings and indications of iron
smelting. There is also archaeological evidence of
the occupations of the Riga Livs: working of metal,
wood, amber and bone, fishing, beekeeping and
keeping of a livestock. Fishing was particularly
important, finds connected with fishing having been
found even in those households occupied by craft
workers. Among the finds there are a relatively
large number of artefacts from Ancient Russia and
Western Europe.

A small number of Couronian, Semigallian,
Latgallian and Selonian artefacts dating from the
earliest period of the settlement provide evidence that
these peoples were also present in Riga in the period
before the Germans arrived. The great loss of life
that the Livs suffered in the Crusades of the 13th
century and the multi-ethnic composition of the city
of Riga, increased by an influx of people belonging
to Baltic groups, led to gradual assimilation of the
Riga Livs. In the 14th century Liv names may still be
found in the city records, but by the 17th century the
Riga Livs had been assimilated (24, 9-10).

37. attéls. Riga atsegta 13. gadsimta celtne Marstalu iela 3. (D. Svarédnes foto)

Fig 37 13th century building discovered at No. 3, Marstalu Street, Riga. (Photo: D. Svardne)
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38. attéls. Riga, Marstalu ield 12/14 atrasta koka bloda. D. Svaranes arheologiska uzraudziba 1986. gada.
(ziméjis J. Nikiforovs)

Fig. 38.  Wooden bowl found at No 12/14 Marstalu street, Riga. Archaeologigal supervision by
D. Svarane. (drawing: J. Nikiforovs)
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